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International Chinese-speaking Conference (February 15-17, 2019)

General Subject:

Living in the Reality of the Body of Christ by Keeping the Principles of the Body

Banners:

The reality of the Body of Christ
is the union and mingling of God with man

to live out a corporate God-man.

If we would live in the reality
of the Body of Christ,
we need to experience the work of the cross
for the Body and in the Body.

Wherever there is Body-revelation,
there is Body-consciousness,
and wherever there is Body-consciousness,
individualistic thought and action are ruled out.

The Body of Christ
is the issue of the experience of Christ,
so we need to pray desperately
that we would live Christ
for the Body of Christ to be a reality.
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 1››››››››››|


The Reality of the Body of Christ




Scripture Reading: Rom. 8:4; 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 6:17; 12:27; Eph .4:16, 21; Phil. 3:10

OUTLINE

|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 1|››››››››››|


I. The highest peak of God’s economy is the reality of the Body of Christ (Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:13, 27; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:16; Col. 1:18; 2:19).

II. The reality of the Body of Christ is the Spirit of reality wrought into us and constituted into our being (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 1 John 5:6; Eph. 3:16-21; 4:4-6, 12, 16).

III. The reality of the Body of Christ is “the reality…in Jesus” (v.21), the actual condition of the life of Jesus, as recorded in the four Gospels, duplicated in His many members as the corporate living of the perfected God-men (John 14:6a; Eph. 4:20-24; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:8, 19-21a; 2:19-30):

A. Jesus lived a life in which He did everything in God, with God, and for God; God was in His living, and He was one with God—this is the reality in Jesus (Eph. 4:21).

B. The only life that is a delight to God is the life that is are petition of the life Christ lived on earth; we are being perfected by the Lord to be God-men, living the divine life by denying our natural life according to the model of Christ as the first God-man (Matt. 11:29a; 17:5b; 1 Pet. 2:21).

C. A living in the reality of the Body of Christ is the same as the living of Jesus; it is Jesus living again in the members of His Body (Eph. 4:21; 5:30; 1 Cor. 12:27).







|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 2|››››››››››|

IV. The reality of the Body of Christ is the union and mingling of God with man to live out a corporate God-man (Eph. 4:4-6, 16, 21, 23-24):

A. The reality of the Body of Christ is the livingof a God-man life by a group of God-redeemed people together with the God-man Christ (Phil. 1:19-21a):



1. In His resurrection the Lord Jesus produced many brothers who, with Him as the eldest Brother, become a great, corporate God-man; this universal man is God yet man and man yet God (Rom. 8:29; Eph. 2:15).




2. After regenerating us, the life-giving Spirit dwells in us and is mingled with our spirit to live a God-man life with us (1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17).




3. This kind of life issues in a universal man who is exactly the same as the Lord Jesus — a man living a God-man life by the divine life (Eph. 4:21, 24; 1 John 2:6; 3:1-2; 4:17).



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 3|››››››››››|

B. The reality of the Body of Christ is a living by the God-men, who are united, joined, and constituted together with God by the mingling of humanity with divinity and divinity with humanity (John 14:20; 15:4; Eph. 4:4-6, 16, 24; Phil. 1:21a).

C. The reality of the Body of Christ is the corporate living by the perfected God-men, who are not living by their life but by the life of the processed God, whose attributes are expressed through their virtues (Gal. 2:20).






|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 4&DAY 5|››››››››››|


V. The reality of the Body of Christ is a corporate living of the conformity to the death of Christ (Phil. 3:10; 1 Cor. 12:12-13; 2 Cor. 4:10-12; Rom. 8:13-14; 12:4-5):

A. The life of a Christ-pursuing God-man is a life of pursuing to die with Christ through the experience of the cross (Matt. 10:38; 16:24):



1. The cross must become our experience; the cross that enters into our heart is the cross that has become our subjective experience for us to live Christ (Gal. 6:14; 5:24).





2. A living under the cross touches the deepest parts of our being and every detail in our daily life.





B. It is by the power of Christ’s resurrection that we are conformed to the death of Christ (Phil. 3:10; John 11:25; Eph. 1:19-20; 3:16; S. S. 2:8-13).

C. The reality of the Body of Christ is a living of being conformed to the death of Christ through the cross (Phil. 3:10):



1. The cross—the death of Christ—is the centrality and universality of our way to live the Christian life in order to fulfill God’s purpose.




2. As Christ’s continuation, we should live a crucified life every day (1 Cor. 15:31; 2 Cor. 4:10-11).



D. We should be those who live a crucified life by taking Christ’s death as the mold of our life; it is only by this kind of corporate living that we can have the reality of the Body of Christ (Phil. 3:10; Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 2:2; 12:27).








|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 6|››››››››››|


VI. To be in the reality of the Body of Christ is to live in the mingled spirit (Rom. 8:4; 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 6:17; 12:12-13, 27; Eph. 2:22; 4:16, 23):

A. God’s unique purpose is to mingle Himself with us so that He becomes our life, our nature, and our content,and we become His expression (John 14:20; 15:4-5; Eph. 3:16-21; 4:4-6):



1. In His economy God mingles Himself with us to become one entity with us (1 Cor.6:17).

2. We may be saved to the extent that we and God are completely mingled as one, having one life and one living (John 15:4-5; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:19-21a).












B. The focus of God’s economy is the mingled spirit, the divine Spirit mingled with the human spirit; whatever God intends to do or accomplish is related to this focus (Eph. 3:9, 5; 1:17; 2:22; 4:23; 5:18; 6:18).

C. The mingled spirit is a spirit that is one spirit with God and that is the same as God in His life and nature but not in His Godhead (1 John 5:11; 2 Pet. 1:4):

	1. The divine Spirit and the human spirit are mingled as one within us so that we can live the life of a God-man, a life that is God yet man and man yet God (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:19-21a).

	2. The God-man living is the living of the two spirits, the Spirit of God and the spirit of man, joined and mingled together as one.



D. We live in the reality of the Body of Christ by walking according to the mingled spirit (Rom. 8:4).
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 1 - Day 1››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

John 16:13	But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all the reality…


Eph. 4:4		One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling.


	The Body of Christ is the church today, and all of its reality is the Spirit of the reality of the consummated Triune God. The reality of the processed Triune God is His consummated Spirit of reality (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 1 John 5:6). The reality of all that the Triune God is, has, and can do is simply this Spirit of reality. The reality of the death and resurrection that the Triune God passed through is also this Spirit of reality.

	Furthermore, this Spirit of reality makes everything of the processed Triune God a reality in the Body of Christ (John 16:13-15). It is this same Spirit of reality who makes all the riches of the Triune God, which are just His reality, possible and real in the Body of Christ. All that the processed Triune God is, including righteousness, holiness, life, light, power, grace, and all the divine attributes, are realized by this Spirit of reality to be the real attributes of the Body of Christ (Rom. 15:16b; 14:17; Eph. 3:16). Originally, [these] were merely God’s attributes; now these attributes have been realized in the church by the Spirit in the Body of Christ. The church therefore possesses the reality of the divine attributes. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “A Thorough View of the Body of Christ,” p. 130)




Today’s Reading

	Furthermore, all that the Triune God experienced, including incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection, are likewise realized by this Spirit of reality to be the real experiences of the Body of Christ. Originally, it was the Triune God who was incarnated, crucified, and resurrected. But when the Spirit of reality came, He made these experiences of the Triune God real in us as our real experiences. Because of this we can live a normal human life on the earth today. We can deal with the negative matters that befall us by the capacity of the death of Christ. We do not lose our temper, nor do we blame or rebuke others, because the death of Christ is realized in us through the Spirit of reality. Moreover, the Spirit with the resurrection of Christ works in us to enable us to love and forgive others. These are all examples of how the experiences of the Triune God Himself have been realized in the church by the Spirit of reality to be the real experiences of the church. This is the Spirit of the reality of the Triune God becoming the reality of the Body of Christ.

Both the essence and the reality of the Body of Christ are altogether matters of the Spirit of the processed and consummated Triune God.…The Spirit is the reality of the essence as well as the essence to which the reality belongs. Essence emphasizes the inward substance, and reality emphasizes the outward realization. Because the Spirit is the inward substance of the Body of Christ, He is also its outward realization. Both the inward essence and substance and the outward reality and realization are of the Spirit. This Spirit is the secret to all that the Triune God is to the Body of Christ. For instance, the secret to God’s loving the Body of Christ, sanctifying it, and strengthening it, is with the Spirit of reality. It is the Spirit of reality who makes God’s love real in the Body of Christ so that it may be sanctified and strengthened.

	This Spirit now dwells in our regenerated spirit and is joined to our spirit as one spirit (Rom. 8:9-11a; 1 Cor. 6:17). He is not only in us but also joined with our spirit to become one spirit with us. We must therefore exercise to turn our whole being to this joined spirit and set our mind on it (Rom. 8:6b).…We should also live and walk according to this joined spirit (v. 4). We must speak, do things, treat others, and deal with matters according to this joined spirit. We should talk to our family members in our home life according to this spirit. When we live in this joined spirit, we will be able to live out the Body of Christ and become His corporate expression (Eph. 1:23). (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “A Thorough View of the Body of Christ,” pp. 130-132)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “A Thorough View of the Body of Christ,” chs. 1-2
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 1 - Day 2››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:29	 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers.

Eph. 2:15		Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He might create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace.



	The Body of Christ is not merely a term but a reality. The reality of the Body of Christ is the union and mingling of God with man to live out a corporate God-man. For this we need to pass through death and resurrection, dying daily and being resurrected daily. We also need to be in the Spirit and walk according to the Spirit daily. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “The High Peak of the Vision and the Reality of the Body of Christ,” p. 93)




Today’s Reading

	I have been telling the brothers and sisters that the people of God are God’s wife and that they should take God as their Husband, and I have presented this in a very clear and reasonable way. Yet, in reality, instead of taking God as the Husband, I have been taking myself as the husband in my living. It is according to moral standards that I do not do bad things or speak bad words to my wife. Yet, I do not take God as my Husband and speak by Him. I myself am the husband, and I speak by myself and speak concerning the work by myself. Recently, because of the great vision that I saw, I have been practicing one thing; that is, when I am going to speak to others, within me I ask, “Is it you who wants to speak, or is it your Husband?” In other words,“ Is it you who wants to speak, or is it the Spirit who dwells in you? Is your speaking in the Spirit and according to the Spirit?” If we use this standard to weigh or measure ourselves, we will see that we are far below the standard. Although we have seen the vision concerning the Body of Christ and can speak clearly about it, what we have as the reality of the Body of Christ is very little.

Simply, the reality of the Body of Christ is the living of a God-man life by a group of God-redeemed people together with the God-man Christ. Before the incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection of Christ, in the universe there was God in heaven and man on the earth. But in the universe there was not one human being who was both God and man.…He lived on this earth for thirty-three and a half years, beginning as a child.… He used those thirty-three and a half years to live out the model of a God-man living.

After His death and resurrection He produced many brothers who, with Him as the oldest Brother, become the one great man in the universe. What is this great, universal man? This is a God-man, one who is God yet man and man yet God. First, He lived on the earth to live out a model. How did He as the God-man live? He had the life of man, and He definitely was a man on the earth. He hungered, He thirsted, He slept, and He even wept and was tired and weary. Not only was He like a man, but He was a man. However, as a man, He lived not by the human life but by the divine life within Him. He lived, yet He did not live alone. He lived not by His own life but by the divine life. He told us clearly that He spoke and did things not by Himself but by the One who sent Him (John 5:19; 8:28). In John 6:57 He said, “The living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father.” But for what purpose did the living Father send Him? In general, Christians would spontaneously reply that the Father sent Him to be our Savior and to accomplish redemption for us. Perhaps they would go on to say that He came to bring God’s life to us. There is nothing wrong in saying this, but it is altogether a superficial statement. What was the purpose of God in sending the Lord Jesus? God sent Him to be a man and to live a God-man life by the divine life. This kind of living issues in a universal great man that is exactly the same as He is—a man living a God-man life by the divine life. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “The High Peak of the Vision and the Reality of the Body of Christ,” pp. 93-94, 85-86)


Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “The High Peak of the Vision and the Reality of the Body of Christ,” chs. 3-4
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 1 - Day 3››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

John 15:4	Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.

Gal. 2:20		I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me…


	The significance of our blending is the reality of the Body of Christ. This reality is nothing but the group of God’s redeemed who have all been made God,the God-men,by God. They live a life not by themselves but by another life, which is within them. This other life is the Triune God processed and consummated to enter into them and to take them as His abode, His dwelling place.

	Ephesians 3:17 tells us that Christ is now making His home in our hearts. In John 14:23 the Lord said, “If anyone loves Me,…My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.” This word make is not a small word. To make is to build. The only way to make a home is by building. This building is not by anything physical but by the spiritual element and spiritual essence of the Divine Trinity. This building actually is a kind of organic constitution. The reality of the Body of Christ is a living by all the God-men united, joined, and constituted together with God by mingling humanity with divinity and divinity with humanity. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “The Practical Points concerning Blending,” pp. 119-120)



Today’s Reading

	Every day remember that you are a God-man. You have God living in you, making His home in you. You and He, He and you, are mingled together as one. You should not live a life by your natural life, your natural man. You and I, the old man, the natural man, have been terminated on the cross, crucified by the Lord in His death (Gal. 2:20a). We must leave our natural man on the cross. This is what it means to bear the cross. By leaving your old man on the cross,you will be conformed to the death of Christ (Phil.3:10). The death of Christ means that when Christ lived on this earth, He was always rejecting Himself. He told us that He never did anything by Himself, but He did everything by the Father (John 6:57; 5:19; 4:34; 17:4; 14:10, 24; 5:30; 7:18). He had a very holy, pure human life, but He did not live that life. He put that life aside, put that life to death, and lived by the Father’s life. That was a model to us. We should be the mass production of that model, the God-men who have both the human life uplifted in Christ’s resurrection and the divine life. Even our human life has been uplifted in Christ’s resurrection, but we should not live by that, by ourselves.

	Paul says, “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2:20a). This is not an exchange, because Paul goes on to say, “And the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith of the Son of God” (v. 20b). Paul was a person living not by himself but by the pneumatic Christ, and this pneumatic Christ is the all-inclusive Spirit, who is the consummation of the processed and consummated Triune God. All of this is in resurrection. When you do not live by your natural life but live by the divine life within you, you are in resurrection. The issue of this is the Body of Christ. The reality of the divine life within us is the resurrection, which is the pneumatic Christ, the all-inclusive Spirit, and the processed and consummated Triune God.

	What is it to be perfected? It is to be matured by continually exercising to reject the self and live by another life.…Paul lived by dying to live. He was dying to his natural man and living by his new man with the divine life. We should not live by ourselves. According to God’s design in His economy, we were already put on the cross. We should not call ourselves back off the cross. To remain on the cross is to bear the cross and be under the cross. I have been crucified.…I am finished. I am through. But there is a new man with me. That is the resurrected God-created man uplifted with God’s divinity in him. That man is actually God Himself. Now I live by that man. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “The Practical Points concerning Blending,” pp. 120-121, 129)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “The Practical Points concerning Blending,” chs. 3-4
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 1 - Day 4››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

2Cor. 4:10 	Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.

Gal. 6:14		But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.



	Paul says that we should be conformed to Christ’s death. However, to experience the power of Christ’s resurrection and be conformed to His death, we need to participate in His sufferings.…Hence, Paul says, “To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death” (Phil. 3:10). To fellowship is to participate in; to fellowship in His sufferings is to be conformed to His death. With Christ there is a mold, the mold of His life of thirty-three and a half years on the earth, which is the mold of the cross. In God’s eyes Christ’s death did not happen only when He was crucified on the cross before men; rather, from the time of His birth He was bearing the cross daily. What did it mean for Him to bear the cross? It meant that death was upon Him all the time; He lived under the cross day by day. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “A General Outline of God’s Economy and the Proper Living of a God-man,” pp. 518-519)



Today’s Reading

	The Lord Jesus told us, “If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me” (Matt. 16:24). To deny the self is to take up the cross. When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, He lived a crucified life daily. Although He was holy and without sin, He still denied Himself by putting Himself to death that God might live in Him and be lived out of Him.

	Christ took up His cross daily by dying to Himself. Likewise, as God-men who pursue Him, we should bear the cross and live under the cross daily. This means that we should put our natural life on the cross by daily dying to our self and putting to death all the practices of our natural man and our flesh. A God-man is one who lives under the cross daily. Hence, to have merely the teaching of the cross is not enough; the cross must become our experience.

	Such a living in the shadow of the cross touches the deepest part of our being and every detail in our life. We all know that we need to be careful when we talk to others. We brothers who are married, however, realize that we become very careless when we are talking to our wife. If we are those who live in the shadow of the cross, even our talking to our wife needs to be checked. Are we under the death of the cross when we talk to our wife in a certain way? If we are willing to check in this way, we will see that ninety-nine percent of the things that we say to our wife should never be said. They are things that we speak out of ourself; they are not spoken by the indwelling God in us but by our natural man. It may be that we do not criticize, judge, or condemn others; instead, we speak nice things about others. But is it Christ who speaks, or is it we who speak? We have to admit that most of the things that we say are by ourself without passing through the cross.

	If living in the shadow of the cross can be practiced among us, all troubles will disappear. This not only means that we should not engage in gossip, speaking idle words, but also means that we should not even speak nice words, because we are those who need to die and be in the shadow of the cross. We should not speak but allow the Lord to speak. If we truly have this experience,regardless of what we say, we have the cross checking in us: “Is this spoken through the cross? Is the mold of the cross here?”

	The principle is the same in our shopping. We all like to buy things. It is not a matter of whether we should buy a certain item but a matter of the cross. Even in small matters such as buying a necktie, we need to be in the shadow of the cross. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “A General Outline of God’s Economy and the Proper Living of a God-man,” pp. 519-520)

Further Reading: A General Outline of God’s Economy and the Proper Living of a God-man: A Fellowship with the Elders from Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Malaysia, chs. 3-4
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 1 - Day 5››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:10		To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

1Cor. 15:31	I protest by the boasting in you, brothers, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.



	The God-man living is also a living of being conformed to the death of Christ through the cross. This conformation to the death of Christ is through the power of Christ’s resurrection (Phil. 3:10). We must be those who live a crucified life continually by taking Christ’s death as the mold of our life. It is only by living this kind of life that we can have the reality of the Body of Christ. May the Lord have mercy on us so that we can live a life of being conformed to the death of Christ through the cross. May the Lord open our eyes to see this vision. Only those who have passed through death and resurrection can have their eyes opened; they live and walk by the revelation that they have seen. Only such a living is the God-man living, and only such a living can live out the reality of the Body of Christ. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “A General Outline of God’s Economy and the Proper Living of a God-man,” p. 514)



Today’s Reading

Among the several steps of God’s economy, only two steps require our daily experience—not incarnation or human living but death and resurrection. The cross is a synonym for death, and the Spirit is a synonym for resurrection. Brother Nee said that the reality of resurrection is the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is the reality of resurrection; without the Holy Spirit there is no resurrection. In John 11:25 the Lord Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” This indicates that resurrection is a person. Hence, the reality of resurrection is Christ becoming the life-giving Spirit. Today, as God-men, we should live the God-man life, which is a life of the experience of death and resurrection, a life of the experience of the cross and the Spirit.


	Our living today must be the life of the cross and the Spirit. May the Lord cover me with His precious blood to say this: During the turmoil in recent years, I do not know how many slanderous and defaming words were aimed at me, but I did not say anything; I just let the Lord speak. This is the cross and the Spirit. I received great help from Brother Nee in this matter. When I was working with him throughout those eighteen years, I saw that all the opposers’ attacks were aimed at him; yet he just smiled and said nothing. He truly was one who experienced the cross and the Spirit.

	Husbands and wives must also experience the cross and the Spirit continually in their living. Not to mention the big things, but even in small, ordinary things between husbands and wives, we should always say, “I am not; I am dying on the cross.” Before we speak to our spouse, we must ask, “Is this I speaking or the Lord speaking?” To practice this is to remain on the cross. All day long we should have this kind of experience. This is the normal Christian life. When we die on the cross, the Lord is brought forth in the Spirit, and the issue is the church.

	Without the cross and the Spirit, there is no church. What we have is just a club; it is neither the church nor the Body of Christ. Neither is it the house of God, because it is we who act as lord. It is not the kingdom of God, because it is we who act as king. It cannot be the counterpart of Christ, because Christ is a God-man, so His counterpart must also be a God-man. Without the cross and the Spirit, there is only man without God, so there is no God-man. Hence, we must experience the cross and the Spirit daily so that there may be an issue with five aspects—the church, the Body of Christ, the house of God, the kingdom of God, and the counterpart of Christ. (CWWL, 1994- 1997, vol. 2, “The Governing and Controlling Vision in the Bible,” pp. 318, 323-324)

Further Reading: Life-study of Numbers, msgs. 32, 50
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 1 - Day 6››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:4		That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

1Cor. 6:17	But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.


	The regenerated spirit of the believers and the consummated Spirit of God are mingled as one spirit (1 Cor. 6:17). Thus, the Spirit of God is no longer like a single hand that cannot produce clapping sounds; rather, the two spirits can “clap” together. Today the Spirit of God and the human spirit are mingled as one within us so that we can live a God-man life, a life that is God yet man and man yet God. Hence, the God-man life is a living of the two spirits, the Spirit of God and the spirit of man joined and mingled together as one. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 2, “The Issue of the Union of the Consummated Spirit of the Triune God and the Regenerated Spirit of the Believers,” p. 193)




Today’s Reading

	Romans 8:16 says that the Spirit witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God.…Now we have not only the divine Spirit in our spirit but also the mingling of the divine Spirit with our spirit.…The two spirits are mingled not in the heavens or out- side of us but within us. This is the focus of the divine economy. Whatever God intends to do or accomplish is related to this focus. If we would have certain basic spiritual experiences, we must have a clear understanding that the focus of God’s economy is the mingled spirit,the divine Spirit mingled with the human spirit. Those who live according to the flesh and the lusts of the flesh are the lowest type of people.

Those who live according to the mind and the will are somewhat higher. Humanly speaking, those who live according to the conscience, which is part of man’s spirit, may be considered the highest type of people. But we are even higher than this, for we live not only according to the conscience but according to the mingled spirit. Therefore, we are on the highest level. Here, on this level, we have the Christian life and also the church life. This is the focus of God’s economy. We should walk according to this, that is, according to the mingled spirit. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “Basic Training,” pp. 314-315 

How then could we expect to be in the Body life? We have not gone through Romans 8. How could we be in Romans 12? It is impossible. It does not mean that because you are humble, meek, patient, nice, loving, or forbearing that you are in the Body. It means that when you are behaving, acting, moving, and living according to the spirit, to the mingled spirit, to the indwelling of the Spirit, then you are actually moving, living, behaving in the Body of Christ. What, actually speaking, is the Body of Christ? What is the Body of Christ, practically speaking? It is the mingled spirit.…May [the Lord] show us such a fact, such a practicality! If we would see this, we would say, “Lord, have mercy upon me. I am too far off. I have never entered into such a stage of the mingled spirit. I have never entered into a stage of the Body life. I still pray for this and for that, and I still wait for this and for that. I have never realized that the reality of the Body is right within me. The regenerated spirit and the indwelling Spirit are now one, mingled together right within me.…Everything is within me. I just walk according to this mingled spirit. I just set my mind on the spirit. Life is here, and peace is here.”

	I just need to behave and act and live according to this mingled spirit. If I do, I am living in the Body. I simply need to set my mind on the spirit.

	[Christ] is the Spirit mingled with our spirit. It is here that we live Christ, and it is here that we live the Body of Christ. When we have entered into this stage, we are right away in chapter 12. We are in the Body. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” pp. 310-311)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 2, “The Issue of the Union of the Consummated Spirit of the Triune God and the Regenerated Spirit of the Believers,” chs. 1-4; CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “Basic Training,”ch.5; CWWL,1980,vol.1,“Perfecting Training,”ch.30
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 1 - Hymn››››››››››|





Hymns, #631


1 	If I’d know Christ’s risen power,



	I must ever love the cross;





	Life from death alone arises;



	There’s no gain except by loss






If no death, no life;





If no death, no life;





 Life from death alone arises;



If no death, no life;









2	If I’d have Christ formed within me,



	I must breathe my final breath,






	Live within the cross’s shadow,



	Put my soul-life e’er to death.









3	If God through th’Eternal Spirit



	Nail me ever with the Lord;






	Only then, as death is working,



	Will His life through me be poured.
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2››››››››››|

The Oneness of the Body and the Function of the Body


 Scripture Reading: Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 4:4-6; 5:32





OUTLINE

|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 1|››››››››››|

I. The Body of Christ is uniquely one universally (Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 4:4a; 2:16a):


A. The Lord’s recovery is the recovery of the oneness of the Body of Christ (4:4-6):






1. The Body can exist and survive only in oneness (Psa. 133:1).



2. The Lord is burdened to recover the oneness of the Body of Christ.



3. The practice of this oneness has been lost, but we wish to satisfy the Lord’s heart to recover this oneness (John 17:21-23).




B. The unique oneness of the Body of Christ is “the oneness of the Spirit” (Eph. 4:3):






1. The Spirit is the essence of the Body of Christ; hence, the Spirit is the reality of the oneness of the Body of Christ (1 John 5:6; John 16:13).



2. This oneness was imparted into the spirit of the believers in Christ, in the regeneration by the Spirit of life with Christ as life (3:5-6; Rom. 8:2). 



3. We need to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace with the transformed human virtues (Eph. 4:1-3). 



4. The ground of a local church is the unique oneness of the Body of Christ, that is, the oneness of the Spirit (v. 3).



5. All the local churches need to be kept in the unique oneness of the Body of Christ (Rev. 1:11).









|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 2|››››››››››|

C. The genuine oneness of the Body is the processed and consummated Triune God, who mingles Himself with the believers (Eph. 4:4-6):







1. The processed and consummated Triune God mingles Himself with His chosen and redeemed people in their humanity, and this mingling is the genuine oneness of the Body of Christ.



2. Because the Body is such a mingling, the Body itself is the oneness.









D. The oneness of the Body of Christ is the oneness of the Divine Trinity; hence, the oneness of the Body of Christ is the enlarged oneness of the Divine Trinity (John 17:21, 23).

|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 3|››››››››››|

E. We are the church to be the Body of Christ not by being organized but by being enlivened, regenerated, and made alive with the Triune God as the oneness within us (Eph. 1:22-23; 2:4-5).

F. All the local churches are and should be one Body universally, doctrinally, and practically (1 Cor. 12:27; 1:2; 4:17).

G. Blending is the most helpful thing in keeping the oneness of the universal Body of Christ (12:24b).

H. The keeping of the oneness is the primary virtue of our Christian walk (Eph. 4:1-3).

I. All the believers should be in the divine and mystical realm of the pneumatic Christ and the consummated Spirit to be mingled with the Triune God for the keeping of the oneness (John 17:21-23; Eph. 4:3).










|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 4|››››››››››|

II.  The function of the Body is to express Christ (1:22-23; 3:17):


A. The universally great Christ needs a Body to be His fullness, His expression (1:22-23):


1. The fullness of Christ issues from the enjoyment of the riches of Christ (3:8).




2. Through the enjoyment of Christ’s riches, we become His fullness to express Him (1:22-23):





	a. The fullness of Christ is Christ experienced by us and constituted into us (3:8, 19).




	b. The objective riches become the subjective fullness, and this fullness is the Body of Christ.

B. The Body of Christ is the extension and continuation of Christ on earth (Acts 9:4; 1 Cor. 12:12).



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 5|››››››››››|

C. The purpose of us believers being members one of another in the Body of Christ is that we would live Christ and express Him together (Rom. 12:5).

D. The Body of Christ is Christ; if we would be in the Body, we must be made Christ (1 Cor. 12:12; Col. 3:10-11):




1. We are one Body in Christ, having an organic union with Him (Rom. 12:5). 

2. In the Body Christ is all and in all (Col. 3:10-11).

3. The church as the Body of Christ comes out of Christ and is one with Christ (Gen. 2:22- 23; Eph. 5:23-32).

4. There is only one thing in a believer that forms a part of the Body of Christ—Christ.

5. God is constituting us with Christ so that we can become the Body of Christ in reality and practicality.













|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 6|››››››››››|

E. The Body of Christ is the corporate Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-13):




1. In verse 12 the Christ refers not to the individual Christ but to the corporate Christ, the Body-Christ.




2. The corporate Christ is composed of Christ Himself as the Head and the church as His Body with all the believers as His members.




3. All the believers in Christ are organically united with Him (Rom. 12:4-5) and constituted with His life and element (Col. 3:4,11) and have thus become His Body, an organismto express Him; hence, Christ is not only the Head but also the Body.




4. The Bible considers Christ and the church as one mysterious Christ; Christ is the Head of this mysterious Christ, and the church is the Body of this mysterious Christ (Acts 9:4-5; Eph. 5:32).
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 1››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:16		And might reconcile both in one Body God through the cross, having slain the enmity by it.

Eph. 4:3		Being  diligent  to  keep  the  oneness  of  the  Spirit  in the  uniting  bond  of  peace.

	The Body of Christ is uniquely one universally (Eph. 4:4-6). Individually, we are members of the Body of Christ, and all the local churches are parts of this one unique Body of Christ. As those who are in the Body, we need to realize that we are one with all the saints in the entire universe. Ephesians 4:4-6 depicts a oneness that is universal.…In these verses we can see that the Triune God is mingled with the Body. The Body mentioned here is not local; rather, it is universal. This is the universal oneness of the Body of Christ. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “A Brief Presentation of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 415-416)



Today’s Reading

	The Spirit is the essence of the organic Body of Christ. Hence, the Spirit is the reality of the oneness of the Body of Christ. In other words, the oneness of Christians is the Spirit Himself. If you have the Spirit,you have the oneness. If you are in the Spirit, you are in the oneness. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 1, “The Practical and Organic Building Up of the Church,” p. 284)

	The oneness of the Body of Christ is the oneness of the Spirit (Eph. 4:3) and the oneness of the divine constitution by the Divine Trinity (John 17:21-23).…This divine oneness separates all the believers in Christ from the unbelievers and unites all the believers together to be the one Body of Christ.

	The local ground of the church is basically the unique oneness of the Body of Christ practiced in the local churches. Both the universal Body of Christ and the local churches are uniquely one. There is one unique Body of Christ in the universe, and there is one unique local church in each locality. This unique oneness is the basic element of the church life. Since the oneness of the Body of Christ is the oneness of the Spirit (Eph. 4:3), the oneness practiced in a local church must be in the move of the Spirit and under the government of the Spirit. Hence, this Spirit is also a basic element of the church ground. In addition to this, since a local church is very much involved with its locality, the locality of the local church is also a crucial element of the church ground. So, the church ground on which a local church is built must be constituted with and prevail in the oneness executed by the Spirit and the oneness safeguarded by the locality. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Crucial Points of the Major Items of the Lord’s Recovery Today,” pp. 65-66)

	The ground of the church should not be merely local; it should also be universal. Locally, the ground of the church is the ground of locality; universally, the ground of the church is the genuine oneness. Christ has only one Body. The oneness of Christ’s Body is the universal ground of the church.

	Suppose all the local churches in Korea are one with each other but are not one with the churches in other continents. If this were the case, the churches in Korea may have the local ground, the ground of locality, but they would not have the universal ground, the ground of the oneness of the Body. In the entire universe Christ has only one Body. All the local churches in the six continents—in North America, in South America, in Europe, in Africa, in Australia, and in Asia—are one Body.

	The churches in England may say to the churches in Germany, “We are the churches in England, and you are the churches in Germany; therefore, don’t bother us.” Locally they may be right, but universally they are wrong. They may keep the local oneness, but they destroy the universal oneness.…Universally the ground of the church is the oneness of the universal Body of Christ. Hence, there is the local aspect of oneness, and there is also the universal aspect of oneness. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 4, “Vital Factors for the Recovery of the Church Life,” pp. 492-493)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “A Brief Presentation of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 413-431; CWWL, 1989, vol. 1, “The Practical and Organic Building Up of the Church,” ch. 2
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 2››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:4-6	One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

John 17:21	That they all may be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that You have sent Me.


	One of the most positive items in the New Testament revelation is the genuine oneness of the Body. This genuine oneness is just the processed Triune God, who mingles Himself with us, the redeemed and transformed Christians. The genuine oneness of the Body is nothing less than the Triune God, who is not only triune but also processed and consummated. This consummated, processed Triune God mingles Himself with His chosen people in their humanity, and this mingling is the genuine oneness.

	The genuine oneness is not merely a matter of our meeting together.…Our oneness is the oneness of the organic Body of Christ. The Body of Christ is a mingling of the Triune God with His redeemed and transformed people. Because it is such a mingling, the Body itself is the oneness. The three of the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—are three divine factors of this oneness, and these three divine factors are mingled with one human factor, consummating in the Body. This Body is the genuine oneness. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 4, “Elders’ Training, Book 10: The Eldership and the God-ordained Way (2),” pp. 359-360)



Today’s Reading

	This oneness was something in the Lord’s desire. This desire of the Lord’s became His aspiration, and this aspiration was expressed in the prayer offered by the Lord in John 17 (vv. 2, 6, 11, 14- 24).…The Lord uttered this prayer out of the divine aspiration. At that time this oneness was not yet a reality; however, a model of this oneness—the oneness among the three of the Divine Trinity— was there. The Father and the Son are one (vv. 11, 21), and this oneness implies or includes the Spirit. In John 17 the Lord used the plural pronouns We (v. 11) and Us (v. 21) to signify the Triune God. The Triune God is one, and that oneness is a model of the oneness of the Body of Christ. Because the oneness of the Body has the oneness among the three of the Trinity as a model, John 17 tells us that this oneness is altogether wrapped up with the Triune God (v. 21). The oneness of the Body of Christ is just the enlarged oneness of the Divine Trinity.…This enlarged oneness came on the day of Pentecost. Through the outpouring of the Spirit, the Body of Christ was produced (1 Cor.12:13).That Body is the solid oneness.

	The genuine oneness, which is the mingling of the Triune God with the redeemed humanity, has three aspects. The first aspect is the oneness in the Father’s name by His divine life, and the second is the oneness in the Triune God by His sanctifying word. The first aspect concerns the source and the element of the oneness, and the second concerns the standing of the oneness. If we are in the world and under Satan’s hand, we cannot practice the oneness. To practice the oneness, we must be separated from the world and kept away from Satan’s hand.

	The third aspect of the genuine oneness is the oneness of the believers in Christ in the divine glory (John 17:22-24).… God’s glory is His divine life with His divine nature to express Him. If we did not have the Father’s life with the Father’s nature, it would be impossible for us to express the Father. The expression of the Father comes from the Father’s life with the Father’s nature. This expression of the Father is the glory.

	We must not act or do anything to express ourself; rather, we must do things in the Father’s life with the Father’s nature to express the Father. This is glory, and it is in this glory that we all are one. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 4, “Elders’ Training, Book 10: The Eldership and the God-ordained Way (2),” pp. 360, 362-363)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 4, “Elders’ Training, Book 10: The Eldership and the God-ordained Way (2),” ch. 3; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 2, “The Governing and Controlling Vision in the Bible,” ch. 2
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 3››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:4-5	But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in offenses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).

1Cor. 12:24	But our comely members have no need. But God has blended the body together, giving more abundant honor to the member that lacked.



	Among us we should have the blending of all the individual members of the Body of Christ, the blending of all the churches in certain districts, the blending of all the co-workers, and the blending of all the elders. Blending means that we should always stop to fellowship with others.…If we isolate and seclude ourselves, we will lose much spiritual profit. Learn to fellowship. Learn to be blended. From now on, the churches should come together frequently to be blended. We may not be used to it, but after we begin to practice blending a few times, we will acquire the taste for it. This is the most helpful thing in the keeping of the oneness of the universal Body of Christ. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “The Divine and Mystical Realm,” p. 160)




Today’s Reading

	The oneness of the Body of Christ is unique because it is a oneness in the uniqueness of the Triune God.

	God the Father is within us (Eph. 4:6), Jesus the Son is within us (2 Cor. 13:5), and the Spirit is within us (Rom. 8:9-11). We need to realize that God desires to be the God in us. Because we love the heavens, we would like to be in the heavens with Him. God, however, does not love to dwell in the heavens. He loves to dwell in us, in our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22; Rom. 8:16). The Triune God today is within us.

	We may ask, “How do we know that God is in us?” Let me illustrate in this way. Perhaps this morning I was unhappy with a certain person and wanted to correct him in an impatient way. But the very God within me said, “Don’t do that.” Is this not evidence that God is in me? Where is Jesus today? Surely He has ascended to the heavens, because Romans 8:34 says that He is at the right hand of God. But at the same time, Romans 8:10 says that He is in us. How could Jesus, on the one hand, be in the heavens and, on the other hand, be within us? Consider the example of electricity. The same electricity in the power plant is also in our home. Our Jesus today is in the heavens, and at the same time, He is in us as the Spirit. The Spirit within us is the essence of the oneness of the Body of Christ.

Paul’s teaching about the oneness of the Body of Christ is based upon the oneness of the Triune God. We all have to keep the oneness of the Spirit because there is one God and Father as the source with His nature and life; one Lord, the Son, as the very element of the divine life with the divine nature; and one Spirit as the essence of the element of the divine nature and divine life. Since we have the Triune God within us as the source, the element, and the essence, we are one. We need to realize that we are all one. We are not one according to our race or culture, but we are one in the divine essence of the divine element of the divine nature and life. We need to see that the divine nature, the divine life, the divine element, and the divine essence are our oneness.

Actually, our oneness is the subjective Triune God, not the objective Triune God. The subjective Triune God is our real oneness. In 1963 I wrote a hymn on the subjectiveness of Christ (Hymns, #537). Our Christ is not merely objective. If He were merely objective, He would have nothing to do with us. He is subjective to such an extent that He has made Himself one spirit with us (1 Cor. 6:17). He and we are one spirit. This oneness is altogether by the essential Spirit, who is the very essence of the Divine Trinity. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “Five Emphases in the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 4-6)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “The Divine and Mystical Realm,” ch. 6; CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “Five Emphases in the Lord’s Recovery,” ch. 1


|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 3››››››››››|


Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|Banners|Contents|




Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|Banners|Contents|



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 4››››››››››|



Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:22-23	And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church, which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Eph. 3:8		To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel.


	The Body of Christ is the continuation of Christ’s life on earth. When He came to the earth and lived on earth, He expressed Himself through a body. Today He still requires a body to express Himself.…The function of the Body is to be the full expression of Christ. We cannot manifest our personality through any one member of our body—the ears, mouth, eyes, hands, or feet— alone. Similarly, Christ cannot manifest His personality through any one member of His Body. It takes His whole Body to manifest Him. We must see that everything of Christ is expressed through His Body. This is not all. The Body of Christ is the extension and continuation of Christ on earth. He spent more than thirty years on earth to reveal Himself. He did this as the individual Christ. Today He is revealing Himself through the church. This is the corporate Christ. Formerly, Christ was expressed individually; now He is expressed corporately. (CWWN, vol. 44, p. 793)



Today’s Reading

	Chapters 1 and 4 of Ephesians both mention fullness, while chapter 3 mentions the riches of Christ. What is the difference between the riches of Christ and the fullness of Christ?…If you put a big pile of food here, it would not be called fullness; it would be called riches. However, once you have eaten these riches item by item and have digested them, they become your cells and the elements of your body. Consequently, your body is constituted with what you have eaten and digested. This constituted body is a fullness.…The riches of Christ are boundless, immeasurable, and unsearchable, but you still need to eat and assimilate these riches of Christ. The more Christ you eat and the more Christ is assimilated into you, the more element of the fullness you will gain.…[The fullness of Christ] is Christ experienced by you, assimilated by you, and constituted into your being to become your element; this is the fullness, which is the Body of Christ.

	Strictly speaking,…as a natural man,you are not a member of Christ. It is only when the life of Christ, the nature of Christ, and everything of Christ have entered your being to regenerate and reconstitute you that you become a member of Christ.…In order to be a member of Christ you must be reconstituted.…Christ has to enter into you to regenerate you, and He has to continue to enter into you, to dispense His element into you, in order to constitute you. As a result, your entire being, from the inside to the outside, will pass through a process of thorough reconstituting so that you will no longer be what you were originally, but you will be a regenerated and transformed person. Only this regenerated, transformed person can be a member of Christ.

	The Body of Christ is the fullness of Christ, which comes out of our enjoyment of the riches of Christ. Therefore, the fullness is Christ Himself enjoyed by us, assimilated by us, and constituted into us as our element. This fullness is absolutely subjective to us. We may say that the riches of Christ are objective and outside of us, but the fullness of Christ is altogether subjective to us and is in the element of our entire being. This means that when we are the Body of Christ, it is no longer we, but it is Christ who lives in us,just as Galatians 2:20 says, “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.” When we allow Christ to live in us, we have put Him on and have put off our old man, our natural man. We have put on Christ Himself. It is in this Christ that we all are one. It is in this Christ that we all are His Body, His fullness. It is in this “oneness,” this fullness, that there is no natural man: no Chinese, no foreigner, no Honanese, no Hopeinese, no male, and no female. In this fullness everything is Christ. (CWWL, 1977, vol. 3,“One Body,One Spirit,and One New Man,”pp. 272-273,275)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 44, ch. 98; CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “One Body, One Spirit, and One New Man,” ch. 2


|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 4››››››››››|


Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|Banners|Contents|




Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|Banners|Contents|



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 5››››››››››|


Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:5	So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

Col. 3:10-11	And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.


	The purpose of us believers being members one of another in the Body of Christ is that we would live Christ and express Him together (Rom. 12:5). According to the New Testament, none of us believers can live and work alone apart from the Body. Our living and work must all be in the Body of Christ. As members of the Body of Christ, we are not separate and complete individual units. Rather, we should coordinate together to become the many parts of the one whole. What the Lord wants is not individual members but a whole Body. However, most Christians… think that it is all right as long as they love and fear the Lord and preach the gospel to bring others to salvation. But as far as the expression of the Lord’s Body is concerned, this is not good at all. We have to see that in the Lord’s recovery, one great item is the recovery of the Lord’s Body. All our living and work must be in the Body of Christ. We do not live Christ alone. Rather, we live Christ with all the members. In this way we will express Christ in a corporate way. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “The Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure,” p. 84)



Today’s Reading

	We must realize that [our] body is always one with the head in life and in nature. Our body is one life and one nature with our head. This tells us that the church is one with Christ in life and nature. In other words, according to life and nature, Christ is the church. Christ is not only the Head, but He is also the Body,because the Body’s life is Christ and the Body’s nature is Christ. The Body is Christ, and Christ is the Body.

	We are told in 1 Corinthians 12:12 that the Body is Christ. Christ is the Body. The church is not composed of Americans, Japanese, Chinese, French, Germans, or British. The Body, which is the new man, has no Greek, no Jew, no circumcision, no uncircumcision, no barbarian, no Scythian, no civilized people, and no uncivilized people, but Christ is all and in all (Col.3:11).

	In the church there is only Christ. Christ is all in all. We all must be swallowed up by Christ. If there is only Christ,how can we have any opinions? If there is only Christ, how can we have any self-exalting factors? The divisions come from the different peoples, not from Christ.

	In the Body, the expression of the church, there is only one person—Christ. We must enjoy Him and let Him swallow up all the different peoples. This is why in the church there is no Greek and no Jew, no cultured, and no barbarians. All are swallowed up by Christ, not by being taught but by being nourished with the riches of Christ.

	We all need to see this clearly. When we go to any place, we must never try to correct or adjust others but only feed them with Christ. It is so easy to correct others, because we are so religious and trust so much in the teachings. But this will never work. We must guard ourselves from any temptation to correct others and simply show them how to enjoy Christ. We must only minister Christ to feed them. If Christ is the quicker One, Christ will do a quick job. If Christ is not so quick, then we must leave the matter to Christ. We should not adjust or correct but feed and nourish them with Christ. People do not need correction but the nourishment and the enjoyment of Christ. (CWWL, 1968, vol. 1, “The Practical Expression of the Church,” pp. 347, 351-352)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “The Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure,” ch. 2; CWWL, 1968, vol. 1, “The Practical Expression of the Church,” ch. 2


|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 5››››››››››|


Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|6|7|8|9|10|11|12|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|Banners|Contents|




Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|Banners|Contents|››››››››››|



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 6››››››››››|



Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 12:12-13 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit.


	In the Bible “Christ” sometimes refers to the individual Christ, the personal Christ, and sometimes to the corporate Christ, to Christ and the church (1 Cor. 12:12). The Bible considers Christ and the church as one mysterious Christ. Christ is the Head of this mysterious Christ, and the church is the Body of this mysterious Christ. The two have been joined together to become the one mysterious Christ, a universal great man. All the saved ones in all times and in all space added together become the Body of this mysterious Christ. Individually speaking, we, the saved ones, are particular members of the Body (1 Cor. 12:27). Corporately speaking, we are the mystical Body of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2267)



Today’s Reading

	In Greek “Christ” in 1 Corinthians 12:12 (KJV) is “the Christ,” referring to the corporate Christ, composed of Christ Himself as the Head and the church as His Body with all the believers as its members. All the believers of Christ are organically united with Him and constituted of His life and element to become His Body, an organism, to express Him. Hence, He is not only the Head but also the Body.

	As a vine includes not only the stalk but also the branches, so the corporate Christ, the Body-Christ, includes not only Christ Himself but also the members of Christ’s Body, who are the members of Christ, parts of Christ. According to our natural constitution, we cannot be members of Christ’s Body. Christ Himself is the element, the factor, that makes us parts of Him. Therefore, in order to be parts of Christ, as members of His Body, we must have Christ wrought into our being.

	In order to become the corporate Christ, the Body-Christ, Christ had to pass through the steps of a process. First He, the very God, became flesh for our redemption. Then in resurrection He became the life-giving Spirit to come into us and work within us. In this way He becomes the Body-Christ. Now in the church life we enjoy not only God, the Redeemer, and the life- giving Spirit but also the Christ who is the Body.

	The church can be the Body of Christ only as the members are constituted of Christ, possessing His life and nature. If we consider our physical body, we shall realize that anything that does not have our life and nature cannot be part of our body. Just as our body is part of us, so Christ’s Body, the church, is part of Him. As members of the Body,we are parts of Christ,constituted of Him.

	Because the reality of Christ is the Spirit, the way to be constituted of Christ to be His Body is to drink the Spirit. The Body has been formed by the baptism in the one Spirit. In one Spirit we have all been baptized into one Body (1 Cor. 12:13). The baptism into the one Body has positioned us all to drink, and by drinking of the Spirit we are constituted to be the Body. By drinking the Spirit we experience the dispensing of the Divine Trinity into our being and are constituted to be the Body.

	The building up of the Body of Christ is altogether a matter of constitution. The Body is an organic entity constituted of the divine element of the processed Triune God. It is through such a constitution that we become the Body of Christ. Therefore, what the Body of Christ needs is not organization but a unique constitution, a constitution which consists of the divine element wrought into our inner being through our drinking of the one Spirit. The more we drink the one Spirit, the more the divine element becomes our constituent to make us the one Body, the corporate Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2267-2269)

Further Reading:The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 212; CWWL, 1965, vol. 2,“Christ as the Content of the Church and the Church as the Expression of Christ,” ch. 2


|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Day 6››››››››››|


Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|Banners|Contents|




Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|Banners|Contents|››››››››››|



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Hymn››››››››››|

Hymns, #824

	1
	The Church is Christ’s own Body,


	
	
	The Father’s dwelling-place,


	
	The gathering of the called ones,


	
	
	God blended with man’s race;


	
	Elect before creation,


	
	
	Redeemed by Calv’ry’s death,


	
	Her character and standing


	
	
	Of heaven, not of earth.




	2
	New man of new creation,


	
	
	Born through her risen Lord,


	
	Baptized in God the Spirit,


	
	
	Made holy by His Word;


	
	Christ is her life and content,


	
	
	Himself her glorious Head;


	
	She has ascended with Him


	
	
	O’er all her foes to tread.




	3
	Christ is her one foundation,


	
	
	None other man may lay;


	
	All that she has, as Christ, is


	
	
	Divine in every way;


	
	Her members through the Spirit


	
	
	Their death on Calv’ry own;


	
	They’re built in resurrection-


	
	
	Gold, silver, precious stone.




	4
	One God, one Lord, one Spirit-


	
	
	Her elements all one-


	
	One faith, one hope, one baptism,


	
	
	One Body in the Son;


	
	The triune God is in her,


	
	
	One Body members own,


	
	By faith they are united,


	
	
	In hope of glory shown.




	5
	From every tribe and nation


	
	
	Do all the members come,


	
	Regardless of their classes


	
	
	United to be one.


	
	No high there is, nor lowly,


	
	
	No Jew, nor Gentile clan,


	
	No free, nor slave, nor master,


	
	
	But Christ, the “one new man.”




	6
	One Body universal,


	
	
	One in each place expressed;


	
	Locality of dwelling


	
	
	Her only ground possessed;


	
	Administration local,


	
	
	Each answ’ring to the Lord;


	
	Communion universal,


	
	
	Upheld in one accord.




	7
	Her local gatherings model


	
	
	The New Jerusalem;


	
	Its aspects and its details


	
	
	Must show in all of them.


	
	Christ is the Lamp that shineth,


	
	
	With God within, the Light;


	
	They are the lampstands bearing


	
	
	His glorious Image bright.







|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 2 - Hymn››››››››››|



Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 2 Hymn|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹|Banners|Contents|››››››››››|







Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 3 Hymn|Banners|Contents|



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 3››››››››››|

Experiencing the Work of the Cross for the Body and Living in the Unique Fellowship of the Body


 Scripture Reading:1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2; 12:27; 10:16-17; Rom. 6:6; 12:4-5; Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3

OUTLINE

|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 1|››››››››››|

I. If we would live in the reality of the Body of Christ, we need to experience the work of the cross for the Body and in the Body (1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2; 12:12-13, 27; Col. 1:20; 3:15):

A. The cross leads us to the Body; the knowledge of the cross brings us the knowledge of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 1:18; 12:12-13, 27; Rom. 6:6; 8:13; 12:4-5).

B. The cross leads to the Body, and the cross operates in the sphere of the Body:




	1. The work of the cross goes as far as the Body of Christ and consummates with the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 1:18, 23; 2:1-2; 12:12-27).




|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 2|››››››››››|

2. Not only does the work of the cross bring us into the Body, but also the Body becomes the realm within which the cross works (Col. 1:20; 3:15).












C. In the Body of Christ we cannot go on without the cross (Eph. 2:16):



1. The cross will test us and sift away all our mixtures and uncleanness (Matt. 16:24; Luke 22:31-32).

2. The cross will dig away our natural life, our own activities, and any disproportionate growth (Matt. 16:24-26).

3. Life and work in the Body necessitate drastic dealings with the flesh, and such dealings necessitate a deep knowledge of the cross of Christ (Gal. 5:24).

4. The restriction of the Body will take away our freedom and drive us to the cross (Rom. 12:3; 2 Cor. 10:13-15; Eph. 4:7, 16).













|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 3|››››››››››|

5. All of God’s dealings with us have been with a view to prepare us for the Body; all His work in us is a process of elimination so that we can become functioning members of the Body (Rom. 6:6; 8:13; 12:4-8).






6. If our natural life is dealt with by the cross and if we submit to the headship of Christ and live the Body life, we will have the Spirit’s anointing and enjoy the fellowship of the Body (Col. 1:18; 1 Cor. 10:16).















D. The revelation of the Body is very costly, for it touches the spring of our natural life (Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20):



1. We will be broken under the vision of the Body, and we will realize that the only way for us to know the Body and to be built up in the Body is to be broken (Acts 9:3-6).




2. Only after the cross has wrought a deep work within us will we be able to be limited by and coordinate with the other members of the Body (1 Cor. 12:14-20).




3. The revelation of the Body will mean a revolution in our spiritual life; this revelation will cause us to see that it is only Christ in us, not anything of ourselves, who constitutes us the members of the Body (Col. 1:27; 3:10-11).










|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 4|››››››››››|

II. Since the Body of Christ is uniquely one universally, the fellowship of the Body of Christ is also uniquely one universally (Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3, 7; 1 Cor. 10:16 -17):

A. Just as there is the circulation of blood in the human body, so there is a circulation in the Body of Christ—a circulation which the New Testament calls fellowship (1 John 1:3, 7).

B. The fellowship of the Body of Christ is the stream of the divine life; as the stream of the divine life flows within us, there is the fellowship of the Body of Christ (Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3, 7).


C. The divine fellowship is the reality of living in the Body of Christ; by being restricted in this fellowship, the Body of Christ is kept in oneness (1 Cor. 1:9; 12:12-13, 27).








|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 5|››››››››››|

D. The unique fellowship of the Body of Christ is related to the unique oneness of the Body of Christ (6:17; 10:16-17; 12:20):



1. The fellowship, the circulation, of the divine life in the Body brings all the members of the Body into oneness (Eph. 4:3-6).

2. This oneness is the oneness of the Spirit and also the oneness of the Body of Christ (vv. 3-4; 1 Cor. 12:12-13).

3. The unique fellowship is the genuine oneness of the Body of Christ as the unique ground for the believers to be kept one in Christ (Eph. 4:3-6).










E. The fellowship among the churches is the fellowship of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 10:16-17):





1. Because there is one Spirit, there is only one Body, and there is only one circulation of life in the Body; this circulation is the fellowship of the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:4; 1John1:3,7).

2. A local church is a part of the unique Body of Christ, and the fellowship of the Body is universally one; in fellowship there is no separation (Rev. 1:11; 2:7a).;

3. No church or region should isolate itself from the fellowship of the Body.

4. The local churches should fellowship with all the genuine local churches on the whole earth to keep the fellowship of the Body of Christ (Col. 4:16).

5. Among all the churches that compose the one universal Body of Christ, there is no organization, but there is the fellowship of the Body of Christ (Phil. 1:5).





|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 6|››››››››››|

F. Whenever we come to the Lord’s table, we cometo practice the unique fellowship of the universal Body of Christ (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:24-26):


1. The Lord’s table is a testimony that we who belong to Christ are one.

2. As we enjoy Christ in partaking of His blood and body at His table, we express and practice the fellowship of the Body of Christ, the unique fellowship among the churches (Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3, 7; Phil. 1:5; 2:1).





|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 3››››››››››|
Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 3 Hymn|Banners|Contents|




Goto Outline for Week |1|2|3|4|5|
Goto Current Week Outline - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto Current Week Morning Nourishment - Day |1|2|3|4|5|6|
Goto|Week 3 HymnBanners|Contents|



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹|Week 3 - Day 1››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 6:6		Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him…


Rom. 8:13	…If by the Spirit you put to death the practices of the body, you will live.


Rom. 12:5	So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another.



	The consummation of the work of the cross is the church. The work of the cross goes as far as the Body of Christ and consummates with the Body of Christ. Hence, the knowledge of the cross brings us to the knowledge of the Body of Christ. The cross brings a man to a state of weakness and inability, one in which he totally loses hope in the old creation. When he is brought to this point, he is delivered in a real way from the old creation and brought into the new creation. Everything in the old creation has been condemned and terminated by the cross. The Body of Christ is the new creation;it has nothing to do with the old creation. If we resort to human methods, tactics, and skills (which we have used in the past) to deal with the affairs of the church, the result will only be disastrous. God does not approve of anything that is from the old creation, and He will not allow anything from the old creation to remain in the new creation. Everything of the old creation must pass through the cross and remain on the cross. The church has no use for any- thing that comes from the old man. The church only takes that which issues from Christ. (CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 790-791)



Today’s Reading

	When man fell, he fell because of his own concepts, choices, and judgments. Therefore, God will not allow anything that issues from the old creation to gain the upper hand. The “back- bone” of the natural man must be broken; the hollow of his thigh must be touched. Before he will submit to God, he must be crippled and fall flat on his face. This is what God is doing in the new creation. He is smashing everything of the old creation, and He is constituting us with everything that issues from Christ so that we can become the Body of Christ in practicality.…God wants to remove everything in man that is from the flesh. God’s children must first deal with the natural life. If they deal with their natural life, they will be in the Body spontaneously, because the Body of Christ is composed of everything that issues from Christ. Nothing of the old man can remain in the Body. As soon as a man passes through the experience in Romans 5 through 8, he can enter into the experience of Romans 12.

	Today the church is divided because Christians are living in the wrong realm and the wrong sphere. Christians are not living in the new creation or in the reality of the Body of Christ. They are living only in the superficiality of doctrines, which belongs to man’s natural life and is part of man’s oldness. If every Christian was willing to be dealt with and to leave the natural things and the old creation behind, and if every one of them was willing to live in the reality of the Body of Christ, there would be no more divisions. May the Lord be merciful to us to see what the Body of Christ is. May the work of the cross usher us into the Body of Christ.

	Romans 12 tells us that the church is the Body of Christ, but it does not explain how the church becomes the Body of Christ. In order to understand how the church becomes the Body of Christ, we have to understand Romans 5 through 8. Chapter 5 tells us that all men are joined to Adam and that man derives his life from Adam. Through Adam’s fall, all men have become sinners and have been joined to the old man. Chapter 6 tells us that the old man has to be dealt with; it has to be crucified with Christ. Through Christ’s redemption, we have died and resurrected. Chapter 7 says that a man should no longer live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. Chapter 8 goes on to explain how we live according to the Spirit.…In order to know the Body of Christ, we have to deal with our natural life. (CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 791, 790, 793)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 790-793
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹|Week 3 - Day 2››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:16		And might reconcile both in one Body to God through the cross, having slain the enmity it.

Matt. 16:24	Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.


	The work of the cross not only brings us into the Body, but also the Body becomes the very realm within which the cross works. If we were here only as a congregation,we might not need the cross. However, since we are together as the Body, we cannot go on without the cross. The cross will dig away our natural life, our own activities,and any disproportionate growth. The cross is indispensable to the church; it is indispensable among Christians. Whether or not we like it, we have to communicate with other brothers and sisters because we are all in the Body. Because we are in the Body, we have to be restricted and cannot be so free. If we were not members, we could seek our personal enjoyment. Since we are members, we cannot seek our own enjoyment anymore. If we come across a troublesome brother, we need to take up the cross. The cross will test us and sift away all our mixture and uncleanness. We must come under the restriction of the Body. The restriction of the Body will take away our freedom; it will drive us to the cross. Only after the cross has wrought a deep work in us will we be able to coordinate with the brothers and sisters. (CWWN, vol. 38, p. 408)



Today’s Reading

	Every Christian is a member of the Body of Christ. Hence,every Christian should come under the restriction of the Body of Christ and learn to bear the cross. Some have a very strong disposition. Such a strong disposition must be broken. Some are very peculiar. Such peculiarity must also be broken. No Christian can boast of his strength or his peculiarity in the church. In the church, anything sharp, glaring, or conspicuous has to be worn away. Spiritually, we all need to depend on the other members, and we all need the restriction of the Body. God may grant grace tosome to be miracle workers, and He may grant grace to others to be gospel preachers or teachers. If you can only preach the gospel, you should be satisfied with your function of preaching the gospel and humbly accept the Bible exposition of those who have the gift of teaching. If you have the gift of teaching, you should not think that you have everything; you should also honor and receive others’ work. You have to learn to be restricted and allow others to do what you cannot do yourself. You have to learn to accept others’ work as well as your own. In the spiritual work, no one is free to do everything.

Have you asked God to show you the measure He has given you? You should walk in the measure that God has given you. You can only walk within your measure; you cannot walk beyond that measure. Hence, you have to find out where the boundary of your measure is and accept this boundary. If you do this, you will not be covetous, ambitious, or restless to do many other things. Paul said, “But we will not boast beyond our measure but according to the measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to reach even as far as you.…We are not boasting beyond our measure in others’ labors, but have the hope, as your faith is increasing, to be magnified in you according to our rule unto abundance, so that we may announce the gospel unto those parts beyond you, not so that we may boast in another man’s rule in things already prepared” (2 Cor. 10:13, 15-16). To go beyond one’s measure is to overstep others; it is to intrude upon others and to push others out. We must remember that consecration leads to submission to Christ, whereas humility leads to submission to the Body. The psalmist said, “Nor do I go about in things too great / Or too wondrous for me” (Psa. 131:1). Things too great and things too wondrous are the things that are beyond one’s measure. If everyone behaves this way, and if no one exercises himself in great matters or in things too wondrous for him, every member will function according to the measure of each one part.(CWWN, vol. 38,pp. 409-410)	

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 38, ch. 54; CWWN, vol. 30, ch. 7
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 3 - Day 3››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 1:18	For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Cor.2:2	For I did not determine to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, an this One crucified.

1 Cor.12:27	Now you are the Body of Christ, and members individually.



	We believe in the centrality of the cross, but the cross is not the end in itself. It is a divine means to a divine end. The end is the Body. When the cross has done something quite specific in our life, we find ourselves in the Body. Spontaneously, we find ourselves in the Body.

	What constitutes us a member of the Body? If God gives us a revelation of the Body, what will be the effect on us? Will the revelation just be a new truth to expound? No, the revelation will mean a revolution! What constitutes us as members of the Body is not something we have experienced or something we have to do, it is Christ in us that constitutes us as members of the Body. It is nothing we are in ourselves that makes us a member of the Body; it is the life of the Lord in us. (CWWN, vol. 46, pp. 1190-1191)



Today’s Reading

	The Body of Christ is Christ. Paul did not say anything wrong spiritually when he said, “As the body is one…so also is the Christ” (1 Cor. 12:12). Grammatically speaking, this is wrong; he should have said, “Christ and the church.” But the Head is the Christ, and the Body is the Christ. Everything that comes from Christ constitutes the Body, so everything that does not come from Christ must be ruled out. It cannot get into the Body. It is not a matter of “plus”; it is all a matter of “minus.” We do not need to get anything or do anything in order to get into the Body. We only need to be stripped of all we are and have. This is where the cross comes in. The cross is the divine means in us of ruling out that which prevents us from taking our place in the Body. The things of our self, temperament, make-up, etc., must all be ruled out. God must touch these things. Some folks have a keen mind and think that they can better understand and minister the Word of God by their keen mind. No! This needs to be eliminated. Often we minister just because we have a keen mind. How many of us need salvation from our mind and the helmet of salvation for our head. The backbone of our natural strength must be broken. We must have a proper perspective on the divine things.

	If we come to God and ask Him to show us Ephesians and what His purpose is for this age, He will certainly show us the Body. The cross points us straight to the Body, and the Body rules out everything that is of Adam. Nothing that is of us has any part in Him. We cannot add anything to our physical bodies,because they are already complete. So it is with Christ.

	We must realize that a revelation of the Body is very costly. It will touch the very spring of your life. When this happens, the whole matter of moving as individual members ceases. There cannot be any freelancing in the Body. If I move my finger, the muscles of my arm cannot refuse to move. If my arm moves, my finger cannot but go along with it. All that is individual must go. We have to move with others and wait for others. We cannot go on alone; we have to go on with the brothers.

If we expect to see the Body, the matter of other headships has to be dealt with. Other headships are interfering with the absolute lordship of Christ.

If we really know the cross, it will lead us into the Body. So many Christians profess to know the Lord, the deeper meaning of the cross, and the truth of the Body, and they profess to be all one in Christ. They stress that the old man must go, but there is a tragic lack in the outworking of their words. All of God’s dealings with us have been with a view to prepare us for the Body. All of His work in us is a process of elimination so that we can become functioning members of the Body. (CWWN, vol. 46, pp. 1191-1193)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 46, ch. 174
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 3 - Day 4››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

1John 1:3	That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

1John 1:7	But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin.



	The circulation of the blood is the fellowship of our body. The fellowship of Christ’s Body is also a kind of circulation.…The fellowship in Christ’s Body…is the circulation of the Spirit. The Spirit today is the “blood” in Christ’s Body. If there were no blood in our body, our body would be dried up and would be dead. Likewise, if Christ’s Body did not have the Spirit, it would be like a corpse. Thus, the fellowship of the Body of Christ is simply the circulation, the current, of the Spirit—not the Holy Spirit or the Spirit of God but the Spirit.…In this Spirit there is divinity, that is, God’s divine nature, and there is humanity, that is, man’s human nature. There is also Christ’s person, Christ’s wonderful, all-inclusive death, and Christ’s empowering resurrection with His ascension. All these elements have been compounded into this one Spirit. When this one Spirit is circulating within the Body of Christ, divinity, humanity, Christ’s person, Christ’s death, and Christ’s resurrection are all circulating. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “A Brief Presentation of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 414-415)



Today’s Reading

	The circulation of the blood is very important to our physical body. This circulation carries nourishment to every part of our body, and it also causes our body to be cherished.…Romans 10:12 says that whenever we call on the name of the Lord, the Lord becomes rich to us. I have discovered that the more we call on the Lord with a loud voice, the more our spirit is released, and the more we are healed and strengthened. Such calling on the Lord will make us very healthy because to call in this way is to exercise. If we are always quiet and shut up within ourselves, we will be very weak. But if we call, “O Lord Jesus! O Lord! O Lord, Amen, Hallelujah!” for ten minutes, the Lord will become rich to us.…The Lord is rich to all who call on Him. To call is not merely to pray. The Greek word for call means “to cry out,” even loudly. In certain situations it would not be appropriate for us to call on the Lord loudly. However, when we are in a proper situation to do so, we should call loudly, “O Lord Jesus! Amen!” By calling on the Lord in this way, we will enjoy the riches of Christ, and we will be strengthened. This is because our calling on the name of the Lord causes the Spirit to circulate within us. This circulating Spirit is the compound Spirit, who includes divinity, humanity, Christ’s person, Christ’s death, and Christ’s resurrection.…When this Spirit circulates within us, we enjoy all of Christ’s riches. This circulation is the fellowship of the Body of Christ. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “A Brief Presentation of the Lord’s Recovery,” p. 415)

	The divine fellowship is the reality of living in the Body of Christ. The Lord has been frustrated throughout the centuries because of the lack of fellowship. In Revelation 22:20 the Lord Jesus said, “I come quickly,” but it has been nearly two thousand years, and the Lord is still not back. The reason is that the believers are individualistic, independent, opinionated, and divisive.…The believers seem to be like horses without bridles. Today nothing seems to control them. Actually, the divine fellowship should control the believers.

The one thing that should rule us is the divine fellowship. We are restricted in this fellowship. By being restricted in this fellowship, the Body of Christ is kept in oneness, and the work of the ministry continues to go on.…The thing that makes everything alive is fellowship. If we learn to fellowship, we will receive many benefits, especially in the Lord’s work. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 1,“The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man,”p. 357)

Further Reading: CWWL,1990,vol. 2,“A Brief Presentation of the Lord’s Recovery,”pp.413-431; CWWL,1990, vol. 1,“The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man,”ch.17
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 3 - Day 5››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:3-4	Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace: one Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling.


Phil. 1:5		For   your   fellowship   unto   the furtherance of the gospel  from  the  first  day  until  now.



	In Ephesians 4:4 Paul says, “One Body and one Spirit.” The Body is mentioned before the Spirit because the oneness among us is related to the Body and is for the Body. Furthermore, this verse not only reveals the uniqueness of the Body; it also shows that the one Body is determined by the one Spirit. Because there is one Spirit, there is one Body. There is not another Body because there is not another Spirit. We must keep the unique oneness of the Body because the Body and the Spirit are one.

	Moreover, there is only one circulation, one fellowship, of life in the Body. This circulation is the fellowship of the Body of Christ. All the local churches need to be in this unique fellowship. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2185-2186)



Today’s Reading

	Among all the churches that compose the one universal Body of Christ, there is no organization, but there is the fellowship of the Body of Christ. This means that in the proper church life there is no organization, but there is much fellowship. Just as the human body does not have organization but does have circulation, so we should not have organization, but we should have fellowship. If all the churches stay in this circulation, in the fellowship of the Body, they will be healthy. However, the natural human thought is either to have organization or to have nothing to do with others. On the one hand, we should not have any organization among the churches; on the other hand, we should be open to have fellowship with all the churches. However, the church in a certain locality or the churches in a particular region may not be willing to have fellowship with other churches. This attitude is absolutely wrong. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2186)

	We are even very short of fellowship with the churches who are close to us geographically. There is very little circulation. If my shoulder were not participating adequately in the blood circulation of my body, it would be sick. No part of my physical body can be separate from the other parts since all the parts must participate in the one blood circulation. Some may think that they are wise to keep themselves separate. But if any part of the Body of Christ is separate, that part will eventually die. The best way to stay healthy is to “receive more blood and to give more blood,” that is, to stay in the fellowship, the circulation of life. Then we will save ourselves and promote the healing of the Body. In some places there has been no peace because of a lack of fellowship. The more fellowship we have, the more peace we have.

	The reason many people are weak physically is that they sit too much. They do not move. It is the same spiritually. We are sick and weak because we remain with ourselves, in ourselves, and for ourselves.…We need to get out of ourselves by fellowshipping with the other churches. If we want to get helped, the secret is to go to see some brothers in another locality. The brothers in Texas…need to go to…Cleveland and Seattle and break the boundary of Texas.

	The local churches should fellowship with all the genuine local churches on the whole earth to keep the universal fellowship of the Body of Christ. Any local church that does not keep this universal fellowship of the Body of Christ is divisive and becomes a local sect. Some so-called local churches are not genuine and have become divisions; we do not need to fellowship with such “churches.” But we should have fellowship with all the genuine local churches on the whole earth to keep the universal fellowship of the Body of Christ. If not, we are no longer a church but a sect. A church is one that remains in the Body; a sect is a group of believers who divide themselves from the Body. When my arm remains in the body, it is a part of my living body. If it is cut off and separated from the body, it becomes a dead thing. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “A Brief Presentation of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 418-419, 421)

Further Reading:The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 204
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 3 - Day 6››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 10:16-17 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the fellowship of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the fellowship of the body of Christ? Seeing that there is one bread, we who are many are one Body; for we all partake of the one bread.


	Around the globe there is only one Christian fellowship—the fellowship of the apostles with the Triune God. This fellowship is expressed at the Lord’s table. When we eat the bread, we participate in the fellowship of the body of Christ, and when we drink the cup, we participate in the fellowship of the Lord’s blood (1 Cor. 10:16). The Lord’s body and blood are unique, and the fellowship of Christ’s body and blood is also unique. By partaking of the one bread, we have become the mystical Body of Christ (v. 17). Therefore, this universal fellowship is the fellowship of the Body of Christ. It is the fellowship passed on to us by the apostles. Hence, it is the apostles’ fellowship, and this fellowship is with the Triune God. Such a fellowship must be universal. In administration the churches are separate locally, but in fellowship they are united to be one universally. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 4, “Vital Factors for the Recovery of the Church Life,”pp. 495-496)



Today’s Reading

	In 1 Corinthians 10:16 fellowship refers to the believers’ communion in the joint participation in the body and blood of Christ. This makes us, the participants of the Lord’s blood and body, one not only with one another but also with the Lord. We, the participants, make ourselves identified with the Lord in the fellowship of His blood and body.

In verse 17 Paul speaks a strong word concerning the one bread and the one Body,saying that we are one bread,one Body, because we all partake of the one bread. Our joint partaking of the one bread makes us all one. This indicates that our partaking of Christ makes us all His one Body. The very Christ of whom we all partake constitutes us into His one Body.

If we isolate ourselves from the fellowship of the Body, we are not qualified to partake of the Lord’s body, because the loaf on the table in the Lord’s supper signifies the entire Body of Christ. To be sure, the loaf signifies the Lord’s physical body sacrificed for us on the cross. This is one aspect of the significance of the bread. Another aspect of this significance is that the bread signifies the one Body. Hence,when we come together to partake of the Lord’s table, we need to realize that the bread, the loaf, signifies all the churches. If the church in our locality or the churches in a particular region are isolated from the fellowship of the Body of Christ, we lose the ground and also the right to partake of this loaf. Whenever we come to the Lord’s table, we come to practice the fellowship of the Body. The Lord’s table is not simply a remembrance of the Lord; it is also a testimony that we who belong to Christ are one.

The fellowship of the Body of Christ is expressed and practiced in our partaking of Christ’s blood and body at the Lord’s table (1 Cor. 10:16, 21). As we partake of the table of the Lord, we need to realize that this partaking is a fellowship, a participation, in the fellowship of the Lord’s Body. We drink the cup of the Lord and partake of the table of the Lord. The cup, which is the cup of blessing,is a fellowship of the blood of Christ,and the bread is a fellowship of the body of Christ. Christ, the all-inclusive One,has given His body for us to eat and His blood for us to drink that we may enjoy Him. As such an all-inclusive One presenting Himself to us for our enjoyment, Christ is the embodiment of the processed Triune God who through death and resurrection has become the life-giving Spirit. Today the One who presents His body and blood to us is Christ as the life-giving Spirit. As we enjoy Him in partaking of His blood and body at His table, we express and practice the fellowship of the Body of Christ, the unique fellowship among the churches. (The Conclusion of the New Testament,pp. 2180-2181, 2184)






Further Reading: CWWL, 1984, vol. 4, “Vital Factors for the Recovery of the Church Life,” ch. 4;The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 203; Life-study of 1 Corinthians, msgs. 49, 53-54
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 3 - Hymn››››››››››|



279


	1
	First the blood, and then the ointment,


	
	
	Cleansing, then anointing comes;


	
	If we pass not thru Golgotha,


	
	
	Ne’er to Pentecost we’ll come.


	
	If the blood has never cleansed us,


	
	
	Ne’er the Spirit’s pow’r we’ll know,


	
	If for Christ we’d truly witness,


	
	
	Self-life to the Cross must go.




	Chorus


	
	
	Through the Cross, O Lord, I pray,


	
	
	Put my soul-life all away;


	
	
	Make me any price to pay,


	
	
	Full anointing to receive.




	2
	Christ, the Rock, must first be smitten,


	
	
	That the living water flow;


	
	Without death the Spirit’s fulness


	
	
	Ne’er could dwell in man below.


	
	If with Christ we die completely,


	
	
	Willing thus our all to lose,


	
	He will clothe us with His power


	
	
	And to win the world will use.




	3
	First the altar, then the fire,


	
	
	If no loss, there’ll be no gain;


	
	If our all has not been offered,


	
	
	To the throne we’ll ne’er attain.


	
	If to sacrifice we’re willing,


	
	
	All forsaking, God t’obey,


	
	He to us will be committed


	
	
	And thru us His pow’r display.




	4
	First we must prepare the vessels


	
	
	That the Oil they may contain;


	
	Dig the valley full of ditches


	
	
	That they may be filled with Rain.


	
	First we must go thru the Jordan


	
	
	Ere anointed from above;


	
	First in death we must be baptized,


	
	
	Then experience the Dove.




	5
	When we see the ripened harvest


	
	
	Of the golden countryside,


	
	We may know that many seeds have


	
	
	Fallen to the earth and died.


	
	Ere the fruit of life may blossom,


	
	
	We must surely suffer death;


	
	If with Christ we’ve not been buried,


	
	
	We’ll not feel the Spirit’s breath.




	6
	Since it must be thus, I pray, Lord,


	
	
	Help me go the narrow way;


	
	Deal with pride and make me willing


	
	
	Thus to suffer, Thee t’obey.


	
	I for greater power pray not,


	
	
	Deeper death is what I need;


	
	All the meaning of the Cross, Lord,


	
	
	Work in me-for this I plead.
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 4››››››››››|

The Supply of the Body, the Members of the Body, and the Limitation of the Body


 Scripture Reading: Phil. 1:19; 1 Cor. 12:15, 21, 27; Rom. 12:5; Eph. 4:7; 2 Cor. 10:13

OUTLINE

|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 1|››››››››››|

I. The supply of the Body is the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, typified by the compound ointment, the holy anointing oil (Phil. 1:19-21a; Exo. 30:23-25):

A. The compound Spirit is in and for the Body and for the priestly service that builds up the Body (vv. 26-31; Rom. 15:16; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9).

B. According to Psalm 133, the inestimable goodness and incalculable pleasantness of brothers dwelling together in oneness is likened to the compound precious ointment (Eph. 4:3).






|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 2|››››››››››|








C. We receive the supply of the Spirit by the inter- cession and fellowship of the members:




1. When we are dry and have no way to go on, we need other brothers and sisters to intercede for us before we can get through (Phil. 1:19; 1 Thes. 5:25; Job 42:8-10).




2. We need to pray ourselves into God to receive the life-giving Spirit as our supply to feed ourselves and all those under our care for the building up of the Body (Luke 11:1-13).



|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 3|››››››››››|



3. We cannot live without the supply of the Body; therefore, we must constantly avail ourselves of the fellowship of the Body (1 Thes. 3:8; 1 Cor. 10:16b; 1 John 1:3).




4. As long as we live in the Body, we will receive the supply of the Body, no matter what our condition is.




5. If a man wants to see light, he has to enter the church, the sanctuary (Psa. 73:16-17; Matt. 5:14; Rev. 1:20).




6. The whole Body is built up through the inter-dependence among the members (1 Cor. 16:18; Eph. 4:16).







|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 4&DAY 5|››››››››››|

II. In the Body there can be no independence or individualism, for we are members, and members cannot live in detachment from the Body (1 Cor. 12:27; Rom. 12:5; Eph. 5:30):

A. Every believer is a member of the Body of Christ, and every member is indispensable (1 Cor. 12:15, 21; Rom. 12:3).

B. “If we truly see our position in the Body, it will be as though we were saved a second time” (W. Nee, The Mystery of Christ, p. 16) (John 1:50-51; 1 Tim. 3:15).

C. Those who see that they are members of the Body will surely treasure the Body and honor the other members (1 Cor. 12:23-24; Phil. 2:29; 1 Cor. 16:18; Judg. 9:9).

D. Wherever there is Body-revelation, there is Body-consciousness, and wherever there is Body-consciousness, individualistic thought and action are ruled out:







1. If we want to know the Body, we need deliverance not only from our sinful life and our natural life but also from our individualistic life.

2. Just as the Father is versus the world, the Spirit is versus the flesh, and the Lord is versus the devil, so also the Body is versus the individual.

3. Just as we cannot be independent from the Head, we cannot be independent from the Body.

4. Individualism is hateful in the sight of God:

	a. The enemy of the Body is the self, the independent “I,” the independent “me” (Matt. 16:21-26).

	b. If we would be built up in the Body, the self must be condemned, denied, rejected, and renounced.

	c. We should be dependent not only on God but also on the Body, on the brothers and sisters (Exo. 17:11-13; Acts 9:25; 2 Cor. 11:33).




5. What I do not know, another member of the Body will know; what I cannot see, another member of the Body will see; what I cannot do, another member of the Body will do.


6. If we refuse the help of our fellow members, we are refusing the help of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12).




7.  Sooner or later all individualistic Christians will dry up.










III. As members of the Body, we must allow ourselves to be limited by the other members, not going beyond our measure:
A. A basic requirement for the growth and development of the Body is that we recognize our measure and not go beyond it (Eph. 4:7, 16).















|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 6|››››››››››|

B. The Head sets us in our special place in the Body and points us to our special function (1 Cor. 12:18).

C. When we give a testimony about our work, experience, or enjoyment of the Lord, we must testify within measure, that is, within a certain limit.

D. Although we expect the work to spread,we must learn how to be under God’s restriction; we should not expect a spread that is without measure (2 Cor. 10:13-15):




1. If we spread the work according to the Spirit, there will always be a certain limit (cf. 2:12-14).




2. Inwardly, we shall have the consciousness that the Lord intends to spread the work only to a certain extent; inwardly, we do not have the peace to spread the work beyond a certain point.




3. Outwardly, in the environment, the Lord may cause certain matters to restrict thespread of the work; the environment does not allow us to go beyond a particular boundary line (cf. Rom. 15:24).




4. Like Paul we should move and act according to how much God has measured to us, staying within the limits of God’s ruling, God’s measuring (2 Cor. 10:13).




5. In the church service we need to realize that God has measured out only so much to us, and we should not overstretch ourselves (Rom. 12:3-4, 6a).
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 4 - Day 1››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 133:1-2	Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell in unity! It is like the fine oil upon the head that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard, that ran down upon the hem of his garments.

Phil. 1:19	For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.



	In Psalm 133 the believers’ dwelling together in oneness is likened to the inestimable goodness of the precious ointment on the head of Aaron and to the incalculable pleasantness of the dew of Hermon on the mountains of Zion.(Psa.133:1,footnote 2)

	The ointment is not for individuals; it is for the Body. It cannot be experienced by those who are separate and detached from the Body. According to the picture in Psalm 133, the ointment is upon the head. Then it spreads to the beard and goes down to the hem of the garment. This indicates that if we are individualistic, we cannot experience the ointment.…If we are one with the church, then we can properly contact the Lord alone at home. But if we separate ourselves from the church, our contact with the Lord will be altogether different. The reason is that the anointing oil is not for individualistic members;it is for the Head and the Body, even for the Head with the Body. (CWWL, 1979, vol. 2, “The Genuine Ground of Oneness,” p. 299)



Today’s Reading

	[In Philippians 1:19] the phrase your petition indicates the supply of the Body. Apparently Paul was in prison; actually he was in the Body. Imprisonment did not isolate him from the Body or cut him off from the supply of the Body. Paul had the clear sense within that he was in the Body and that the members of the Body were supplying him, supporting him, and standing with him.

	In 1:19 Paul speaks first of the saints’ petition, then of the bountiful supply of the Spirit.…The reason Paul speaks of the supply of the Body before the bountiful supply of the Spirit is that the Spirit is upon the Body. Psalm 133 illustrates this: the ointment pouredupon Aaron's head flowed down to the body. This portrays the fact that the ointment, the bountiful supply of the compound Spirit, is upon the Body. Paul realized that he was not the whole Body, but just a member of the Body. As a member, he needed the Body’s supply. If the Body would be exercised to supply him, the bountiful supply of the Spirit would come to him through the Body.

	We may often ask a brother to pray for us. But even if he prays for us and we pray for him, this prayer may have little effect. The reason for this lack of effectiveness is that in praying we may stand apart from the Body. Whenever we stand apart from the Body as we pray, even our prayer will be dry, and our intercession will be ineffective. The anointing is not upon us individually; it is upon the Body.

	According to Exodus 30,the compound ointment was for the anointing of the tabernacle and the priests. It is very important to realize that the compound Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, is for the Body, God’s tabernacle, and for God’s service, the priesthood. Because so many Christians today are cut off from the Body and from the priestly service, it is extremely difficult for them to share the bountiful supply of the Spirit.

	Paul lived in the Body. Although he was a wonderful apostle, he still needed the prayers and petitions of the saints. This is a clear indication that Paul had a right relationship with the Body. Furthermore, Paul also shared in the priesthood. Because he was in the Body, the tabernacle, and because he was part of the priesthood,God’s service, he was in a proper position to receive the flow of the ointment which is upon the Body.

	If we are one with the church and stay in the priestly service, we enjoy the rich anointing of the all-inclusive Spirit. Even a little praying or calling on the name of the Lord, perhaps simply saying Amen, causes us to enjoy this anointing. (Life- study of Philippians, pp. 286-287, 291-292)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 5, 33; CWWL, 1979, vol. 2, “The Genuine Ground of Oneness,” ch. 6
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 4 - Day 2››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Luke 11:2-3	And He said to them, When you pray, say, Father, Your name be sanctified; Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread.

Luke 11:13	If you then being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father who is from heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!



	Many of us have the experience that when we are dry and have no way to go on, we need other brothers and sisters to intercede for us before we can get through. Once I was sick for one hundred seventy-six days. I prayed for my own sickness every day, but it did not work. When I became exhausted, I asked a brother whom I did not think too highly of to pray for me. Amazingly, I received help from his intercession, and my condition became better within a short period of time.…The supply of the Body of Christ is a reality. You cannot get through in many things no matter how much you struggle. But once you give the matter to the Body, the problem is solved. This is the supply of the Body of Christ.…As members in the Body, we receive our supply through the other members. Therefore, it is foolish to try to separate ourselves from the other members. (CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” pp. 800-801)



Today’s Reading

	In Luke 11:1-13 we have the Man-Savior’s teaching on prayer. If we read this section carefully again and again, we shall see that prayer means that we pray ourselves into God.

	When the disciples saw [the Lord] praying, they wanted Him to teach them to pray. Then the Lord went on to say, “When you pray, say, Father, Your name be sanctified; Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us into temptation” (vv. 2-4).…If we would pray this way again and again, the result will be that we shall pray ourselves into God.… What shall we do now that we are in God? We shall simply receive Him with His riches into us.…We need to pray ourselves into God and then,as those in Him,receive Him and His riches.

	There is no need to pray in detail concerning our shortcomings.…The prayer,“Father, forgive me as I forgive others,”is inclusive. The more you pray like this, the more you will realize that you pray yourself into God. Then in God you will receive the life supply. The life supply is indicated in verses 11 through 13: “But what father among you whose son shall ask for a fish will instead of a fish hand him a snake? Or if he shall also ask for an egg will hand him a scorpion? If you then being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father who is from heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” Here the life supply is indicated by the fish, the egg, and the Holy Spirit. In verse 5 it is indicated by the loaves. If we include the loaves, we have four items of the life supply. When we pray ourselves into God,we receive His riches as our supply.

As we remain in Him, we receive His riches, the riches that are embodied in His Spirit. When we receive the Holy Spirit as our life supply, signified by the loaves, the fish, and the egg, we can feed ourselves, and we can also feed all those under our care. (Life-study of Luke, pp. 230-232, 234)

Every Christian should know that he is only a member. If he does not have the other members, he will not survive. In the Body all the members must be joined together before they can become the Body. All the members in the Body are related to one another, and they cannot be separated from one another. Between the members there must be a mutual supply and a mutual relatedness. Only then can the members survive. If a Christian lives an independent life, sooner or later he will weaken and dry up.…In order to go on with the Lord, we must recognize His supply for us in the Body and avail ourselves of it. The whole Body is built up through the interdependence among the members.(CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” p. 799)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msg. 27
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 4 - Day 3››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 73:16 -17	When I considered this in order to understand it, it was a troublesome task in my sight, until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I perceived their end.

1 Thes. 3:8	Because now we live if you stand firm in the Lord.



	Someone asked, “Why am I not [as] living as before?…I seem to have lost the joy and the vitality that I once had.” I answered, “The reason is that you have lived in your self for too long. You have to get into the Body life.” In order for a member to live a normal life, he must receive the supply from the other members. If a man is not living in the Body of Christ, he will not receive the Body’s supply. No member can say that he does not need the other members. No member may detach himself from other members to live alone.

	Romans 12:3 says, “Not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think.” We should not think too highly of ourselves, and we should not think that others are inferior. We should not despise and reject other members of the Body. Peter thought that the other members would fall and fail but that he would not. But when the test came, he failed just the same as everyone else. Those who think highly of themselves and despise other members will end up in trouble sooner or later. In the Body of Christ everyone is a member and nothing more than a member. Hence, no member can live without the other members, much less despise them. (CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” pp. 799-800)



Today’s Reading

	What are the eyes, ears, hands, and feet? They are Christ Himself. The Head is Christ, and the Body is also Christ. Each member is a part of the life of Christ. If I refuse the help of my fellow members, I am refusing the help of Christ. If I am not willing to acknowledge my need of them, I am not willing to acknowledge my need of Christ. Just as I cannot be independent from the Head, I cannot be independent from the Body. Individualism is hateful in the sight of God. What I do not know, another member of the Body will know; what I cannot see, another member of the Body will see; what I cannot do, another member of the Body will do. Therefore, I must allow the other members of the Body to minister to my needs. We must avail ourselves constantly of the fellowship of the Body, for it is our very life.

	In the Old Testament, being out of the fellowship was the most severe punishment that could be visited upon the children of Israel. They “shall be cut off from his people.” This is very serious. If it were God’s intention for us to live as individuals, we could progress perfectly well apart from one another. However, He has made us members of His Body; therefore, we cannot possibly grow, apart from one another.

	We have to see the reality of the supply in the Body of Christ, and we have to learn to live in the Body and to receive the supply in the Body. In the Old Testament the lampstand was placed in the sanctuary. In order for a man to see light, he had to enter the sanctuary. In the New Testament the sanctuary is the church. If a man wants to see light, he has to come to the church. In the church meetings and among the brothers and sisters, God’s light is much stronger than in individuals. Today God’s sanctuary is the church; God Himself dwells in the church. Hence, His light is in the church. A man can only see light if he comes to the church. Everything that Christ has is in His Body. He is a foolish man who claims that he can be a Christian alone. Sooner or later, all individual Christians will dry up. As long as we live in the Body, we will receive the supply of the Body, no matter what our condition is. Every member should learn to treasure the supply of the Body and to treasure every member. We must all learn to live in the Body, that is, we must all learn to live in the supply of the Body. (CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” pp. 801-802)

Further Reading:CWWN,vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,”ch. 99
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 4 - Day 4››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

1Cor. 12:12	For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.

Rom. 12:5	So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another.


	In the New Testament there are two ways to look at Christ. On the one hand,He is Jesus Christ the Nazarene—this is the individual Christ. On the other hand, He is Christ plus the church—the corporate Christ. First Corinthians 12:12 refers to the second aspect when it says,“All the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.” Anything apart from Christ is not the church. There is only one thing in a Christian that forms a part of the church—Christ. The church is the corporate Christ. In the church there is only Christ. During the bread-breaking meeting, the portion that we break off from the whole still signifies the Body of Christ, the church. The church is not what is added to Christ but what issues out from Christ.…The church is the composition of all the believers with Christ. The church is the corporate Christ. (CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” p. 787)



Today’s Reading

	Being a Christian is something individualistic, whereas being a member is something corporate. Being a Christian is something one does for himself, whereas being a member is something for the Body. In the Bible there are many terms with opposite meanings, such as purity and uncleanness, holiness and commonness, victory and defeat, the Spirit and the flesh, Christ and Satan, the kingdom and the world, and glory and shame. All these are opposites. In the same way, the Body is in opposition to the individual. Just as the Father is versus the world, the Spirit is versus the flesh, and the Lord is versus the devil,so also is the Body versus the individual. Once a man sees the Body of Christ, he is free from individualism. He will no longer live for himself but for the Body. Once I am delivered from individualism, I am spontaneously in the Body.


	The Body of Christ is not a doctrine; it is a realm. It is not a teaching, but a life. Many Christians seek to teach the truth of the Body, but few know the life of the Body. The Body of Christ is an experience in a totally different realm. A man can know the book of Romans without being justified. Similarly, a man can know the book of Ephesians without seeing the Body of Christ. We do not need knowledge; rather, we need revelation to know the reality of the Body of Christ and to enter the realm of the Body. Only a revelation from God will usher us into the realm of the Body, and only then will the Body of Christ become our experience.

	If we realize that a Christian is nothing more than a member, we will no longer be proud. Everything depends on our seeing. Those who see that they are members will surely treasure the Body and honor the other members. They will not see just their own virtues; they will readily see others as being better than themselves.

	Consider our human body. No member of our body can act independently. It is impossible for a body to depend on one hand or one leg. However, if the body loses a member, it will not be complete. The Body of Christ is composed of all the believers. Every believer is a member in the Body of Christ, and every believer is indispensable.

	The Body of Christ is a reality. The church life is also a reality. The Word of God does not say the church is like the Body of Christ; it says the church is the Body of Christ. Nothing external can become part of our physical bodies. We may clothe our bodies, but the clothes do not become part of our bodies. Nothing that is of us can ever become part of the Body of Christ, because “Christ is all and in all” in the Body (Col. 3:11). Anything in us that is not apart of Christ frustrates our inward knowledge of the Body of Christ. Sin hinders us from seeing Christ, and the natural life hinders us from seeing the Body. (CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” pp. 794-795, 794)


Further Reading:CWWN,vol. 44,“The Mystery of Christ,”ch. 98
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 4 - Day 5››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 12:14-15 For the body is not one member but many. If the foot should say, Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body, it is not that because of this it is not of the body.

1Cor. 12:21	And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of you; nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.



	If we truly see our position in the Body, it will be as though we were saved a second time.

	First Corinthians 12:14 through 27 speaks of two erroneous concepts that members may have:(1) “Because I am not…,I am not of the body” (v. 15). This is to despise oneself and covet the work of others. (2) “I have no need of you” (v. 21). This is to be proud of oneself, thinking that one man can be all-inclusive and despising others. Both concepts are harmful to the Body.

	We should all…[have] the consciousness of the Body so that we can live together with other members in the Body of Christ. Wherever there is Body-revelation, there is Body-consciousness, and wherever there is Body-consciousness, individual thought and action are automatically ruled out.

	The adamic life is individualistic and independent. Even though everyone in Adam shares the same life, there is no fellowship among them.…Everyone in Adam lives as separate individuals. In Christ everything that is individualistic is ruled out. If we want to know the Body life, we need deliverance not only from our sinful life and our natural life, but also from our individualistic life. All individual elements must go because nothing that is individualistic can reach God’s goal. (CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” pp. 794, 796-797, 794)



Today’s Reading

	Seeing the vision of the self has much to do with the Body. Today we are in the Lord’s recovery, and the recovery will eventually come to this crucial matter—the building up of the Body. The enemy of the Body is the self. The greatest problem, the greatest frustration and opposition, to the Body is also the self. When we have the self, we do not have the Body. When we have the Body, we do not have the self. In order for the Body to be built up, the self, the independent soul, must be dealt with. The self is the independent “I,” the independent “me.” When we are independent, we are in the self, the Body is gone, and we do not have peace.

	We must be built up in the Body, but the hindrance to this building is the self, one of the last things in us to be dealt with by the Lord. If we would be built up in the Body, the self must be condemned, denied, rejected, and renounced. Day by day the self must be renounced in all things. Only when the self is renounced will we have the Body and be genuine members of the Body.

	Because the self is something independent, the self is the greatest problem to the building up of the Body. We should be dependent not only on God but also on the Body, on the brothers and sisters. Whenever we are independent of the brothers and sisters, we are in the self, in the independent soul. For us today, being independent of the Body is equal to being independent of God.…If you check with your experience, you will realize that when you were independent of [or isolated from] the brothers and sisters, you had the sense that you were also independent of [or isolated from] God. (CWWL,1965, vol. 3,“The Heavenly Vision,” pp. 198,190,195)

	If you are simply a believer, you can act as you please, but if you are a member of the Body,then you must allow yourself to be limited by the other members.…It is essential for the development of the Body that we each recognize our measure and not go beyond it. This is a basic requirement for the growth of the Body.

	The Body of Christ is not only a protection to the members but a limitation to all the members. Every Christian is but one member in the Body of Christ and must accept the limitation of the Body. We should not allow ourselves to go our own way; rather, we should learn to be blended with other brothers and sisters. (CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” p. 805)


Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” chs. 99- 100; CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Heavenly Vision,” chs. 3-4
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 4 - Day 6››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:4	For just as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function.

1 Cor. 12:18-20 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, even as He willed. And if all were one member, where would the body be? But now the members are many, but the body one.



	We supply the Body with the life that we have received from Christ the Head. Yet when we function, we have to be proper and in order. Order in the Body is essential to growth and ministry.… In the meeting…you have to speak according to your measure of faith and according to the leading of the Spirit. You have to know whether there is any overstepping in your speaking, and you have to know whether your speaking is too long.…When we truly come under the authority of the Head, He sets us in our special place in the Body and appoints us to our special function. (CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” p. 822)



Today’s Reading

	We should never boast without measure. In giving a testimony of what we have learned of the Lord, we should have a limit, a measure. The word measure in 2 Corinthians 10:13 indicates being ruled by God. God has allotted us just so much for our work and experience. Furthermore, He has given us just so much to enjoy. Therefore, when we give a testimony about our work, experience, or enjoyment of the Lord, we must testify within measure, that is, within a certain limit.

	From verses 13, 14, and 15 we see that although we expect the Lord’s work to spread, we must learn how to be under God’s restriction. Do not expect a spread that is without measure. That kind of spread would certainly not be within the limit of a walk according to Spirit. From experience we can testify that if we spread the work according to the Spirit, there will always be a certain limit. Inwardly we shall have the consciousness that the Lord intends to spread the work only to a certain extent. Furthermore, outwardly, in the environment, the Lord may cause matters to restrict the spread of the work. Therefore, inwardly we do not have the peace to spread the work beyond a certain point, and outwardly the environment does not allow us to go beyond a particular boundary line.

	The Lord is especially interested in restricting the young people. If the young ones do not have a heart to serve the Lord, He will stir them up to serve Him. But once they have been stirred up, He will limit them. Human nature does not like this kind of limitation.…God’s way, however, is first to speed us up and then to slow us down, first to raise us up and then to lower us down. When we are down,He will lift us up. But when we get too far up, He will lower us down.…Many young people cannot tolerate God’s ups and downs. After a few of these ups and downs, they want to quit.…God does not want us to be always up or to be always down. Even in nature the alternating of day and night testifies of this.

	God has many ways to bring us down. Some young people have been brought down by their married life. Before a particular brother was married, he may have been like an eagle soaring in the air. He could easily talk about the wonderful, glorious church life. But not long after his wedding, it seems that the church life is no longer glorious. God is using his marriage to calm down such an excited brother. In some cases, such a brother may stay down for a long period of time after his marriage. But eventually he is up again, although not in the same excited way as before. This is a sign of improvement.

	In the church service we need to realize that God has only measured out so much to us, and we should not overstretch ourselves. We need to know our limitation, our jurisdiction, and not go beyond it into others’ territory. Like Paul, we should move and act according to our rule, that is, according to how much God has measured to us. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 447-450, 452)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” chs. 102-106; Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 51
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 4 - Hymn››››››››››|



Hymns #840




	1
	Freed from self and Adam’s nature,


	
	
	Lord, I would be built by Thee


	
	With the saints into Thy temple,


	
	
	Where Thy glory we shall see.


	
	From peculiar traits deliver,


	
	
	From my independent ways,


	
	That a dwelling place for Thee, Lord,


	
	
	We will be thru all our days.




	2
	By Thy life and by its flowing


	
	
	I can grow and be transformed,


	
	With the saints coordinated,


	
	
	Builded up, to Thee conformed;


	
	Keep the order in the Body,


	
	
	There to function in Thy will,


	
	Ever serving, helping others,


	
	
	All Thy purpose to fulfill.




	3
	In my knowledge and experience


	
	
	I would not exalted be,


	
	But submitting and accepting


	
	
	Let the Body balance me;


	
	Holding fast the Head, and growing


	
	
	With His increase, in His way,


	
	By the joints and bands supplying,


	
	
	Knit together day by day.




	4
	By Thy Spirit daily strengthened


	
	
	In the inner man with might,


	
	I would know Thy love surpassing,


	
	
	Know Thy breadth and length and height;


	
	Ever of Thy riches taking,


	
	
	Unto all Thy fulness filled,


	
	Ever growing into manhood,


	
	
	That Thy Body Thou may build.




	5
	In God’s house and in Thy Body


	
	
	Builded up I long to be,


	
	That within this corporate vessel


	
	
	All shall then Thy glory see;


	
	That Thy Bride, the glorious city,


	
	
	May appear upon the earth,


	
	As a lampstand brightly beaming


	
	
	To express to all Thy worth.
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 5››››››››››|


Living Christ for the Reality of the Body of Christ




Scripture Reading: Phil. 1:19-21a; 3:8-14; Eph. 3:1; 4:1, 11-12, 16; 6:18, 20; Rom. 8:2, 29

OUTLINE

|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 1|››››››››››|

I. The church as the Body of Christ is a pure product out of Christ; only that which comes out of Christ with His resurrection life can be His complement and counterpart, the Body of Christ (Gen. 2:22-23; Eph. 5:28-30):


A. The Head of the Body is Christ, and the Body of the Head is Christ, so the Body of Christ with Christ as the Head is “the Christ,” the corporate Christ (Col. 1:18; 1 Cor.12:12; Col. 3:10-11).

B. Anything other than Christ is not the Body of Christ, and anything other than Christ is a foreign element in the Body of Christ; thus, we must be desperate as Paul was to live Christ for the reality of the Body (Phil. 1:19-21a; 3:8-14).

C. All things other than the pure element of Christ are ruled out by this vision; this vision “paralyzes” us from exercising anything of our natural man (v. 3).





|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 2|››››››››››|

II. To live Christ for the reality of the Body of Christ is to be imprisoned in our spirit as a “prisoner of Christ Jesus,” a “prisoner in the Lord,” and an “ambassador in a chain” (Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; 2 Cor. 5:20, cf. vv. 4, 9, 14, 16):

A. When we are imprisoned in Christ, we receive a revelation of Him to experience Him in His unlimited dimensions as the church-loving Christ, the new-man-creating Christ, the all-things-heading- up Christ, the gift-making and gift-giving Christ, and the home-making Christ for the building up of the Body of Christ (Eph. 3:18; 5:25-27; 2:15-16; 1:20-23; 4:7-8, 11-12; 3:17a).

B. A person who lives Christ as an ambassador of Christ no longer has his own freedom and can no longer do things according to his own convenience; where he goes and what he does are not according to his choice but are under and according to the leading and directing hand of God (Ezek. 1:1-3; John 7:6, 8).

C. To live Christ for the reality of the Body of Christ is to be a captive of Christ in His triumphal procession, doing everything in the person of Christ in our spirit for the celebration of His victory in the work of the ministry to speak in Christ for the reality of the Body of Christ (2 Cor. 2:13-17).










|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 3|››››››››››|

III. The Body of Christ is the issue of the experience of Christ, so we need to pray desperately that we would live Christ for the Body of Christ to be a reality; the secret of how to live Christ for the reality of the Body of Christ is in Romans 8, which is a definition, description, explanation, and presentation of the law of the Spirit of life (v. 2):


A. Romans 8 uses this term—the law of the Spirit of life—to describe how the Triune God, after having been processed and consummated to become the life-giving Spirit, has been installed into our spirit as a law, a spontaneous, automatic principle and power within us; this is one of the biggest discoveries, even recoveries, in God’s economy (vv. 2-3, 11, 16).






|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 4|››››››››››|

B. We need to cooperate with the installed and operating law of the Spirit of life by “switching on” the spontaneous and automatic power of the installed and automatic God, the indwelling Spirit as the “current” of the Triune God; to “switch on” this law is to remain in touch with the Lord, to stay in constant contact with Him, to have habitual fellowship with Him, and to be under His constant infusion by walking according to the spirit (Eph. 6:18):




1. To behave, act, move, and live in the mingled spirit, which is the law of the Spirit of life mingled with our spirit, is to behave,act, move, and live in the Body of Christ (Phil. 2:13).

2. In our spirit we have the presence of God, the speaking of God, the meeting with God, and the dispensing of God through His operation as the law of the Spirit of life to impart Himself into all our inward parts (Heb. 8:10).

3. To walk according to the spirit is to pray at every time in spirit (Eph. 6:18):

	a. Our unceasing, continual, living, and breathing prayer should be “Lord, live through me” (1 Thes. 5:17; Eph. 6:18; Hymns, #403).

	b. According to the revelation of Ephesians, we have to be persons who pray unceasingly in order to have the reality of the Body life; we must be watchful, fully awakened, fighting against our sleeping nature and our sleeping being,not just physically but also psychologically and spiritually (5:14; 6:17b-18; Col. 4:2).

	c. We need to exercise our spirit to rise up over our body and our psychology, taking heed to the Lord’s word to watch and pray, praying at every time in spirit and being watchful, on the alert, for the maintaining of our prayer life (Matt. 26:41; Eph. 6:18).

	d. We must build up the habit of living Christ for the reality of the Body of Christ by building up the habit of prayer, the habit of breathing in the pneumatic Christ unceasingly by calling on Him and conversing with Him (Lam. 3:55-56; Psa. 102, title; Hymns, #255).










|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹| DAY 5&DAY 6|››››››››››|




4. We can live Christ for the reality of the Body of Christ according to the law of the Spirit of life by being filled with the Spirit and by letting Christ’s word dwell in us richly (Eph. 5:18-20; Col. 3:16-17).

5. We can live Christ for the reality of the Body of Christ according to the law of the Spirit of life by being empty and open vessels (Matt. 5:3; Luke 1:53; 2 Kings 4:1-6):

	a. Paul’s fourteen Epistles may be summarized by two words: open vessel (Rom. 9:21, 23; 2 Cor. 4:7).

	b. We need to love the Lord to the uttermost, keeping ourselves entirely, thoroughly, and absolutely open to Him, allowing Him to be everything to us and do everything in us, through us, and for us for the sake of His Body (1 Cor. 1:9; 2:9; cf. 16:22).










C. The operating of the law of the Spirit of life as the divine capacity within us spontaneously causes us to live God and become God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead (Ezek. 36:27; Rom. 8:2, 29; Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19-21).

D. The operating of the law of the Spirit of life as the divine capacity within us spontaneously constitutes us to be the members of the Body of Christ with all kinds of functions so that all the Body causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love (4:11-12, 16).
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 5 - Day 1››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:22-23	And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman and brought her to the man. And the man said, This time this is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman because out of Man this one was taken

1Cor. 12:12	For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.


	The building of Eve with the rib taken from Adam’s side typifies the building of the church with the resurrection life released from Christ through His death on the cross and imparted into His believers in His resurrection (John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3). The church as the real Eve is the totality of Christ in all His believers. Only that which comes out of Christ with His resurrection life can be His complement and counterpart, the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 5:28-30). (Gen. 2:22, footnote 1)

	The church is nothing more than a pure product out of Christ.…Eve was fully, completely, and purely produced out of Adam (Gen. 2:21-24).…Besides the adamic element, there was no other element in Eve.…[She] was a full reproduction of Adam. Adam and Eve are a type of Christ and the church (Eph. 5:30-32; Gen. 2:22-24). The church must also be one element—the element of Christ. Other than Christ’s element there should be no other element in the church. Such a vision will cause us to mourn over today’s situation. Within Christianity today there is very little of the element of Christ. Instead, innumerable elements other than Christ can be seen. In the Lord’s recovery, however, the church must be the pure element of Christ. Anything that is other than Christ is not the church. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord’s Recovery,” p. 115)



Today’s Reading

	We must see the church in its essence, its function, and its practicality.…Any natural, fleshly, or ambitious element will be ruled out by this vision. Under this vision we do not have the boldness to exercise anything of our natural man. In this respect, such a vision paralyzes us. Most Christians realize that the church is a constitution, a composition, of all the believers in Christ. By the Lord’s mercy, however, what we have seen…is a higher vision concerning the church.…Just as Eve was a pure product out of Adam, so the church must be a pure product out of Christ. Someone may ask how the church today could be such an Eve, a pure product out of Christ. This is why we all need to see the vision. When you see the vision, you are Eve.…All things other than the pure element of Christ are ruled out by this vision. This is why we should not remain under the influence of the traditional teachings. We need the vision. When we see the vision that the church is in resurrection, in Christ, and in the heavenlies, it will rule out everything other than Christ, resurrection, and the heavenlies. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord’s Recovery,” p. 118)

Christ is not only the Head of the Body [Col.1:18] but also the Body of the Head (1 Cor. 12:12). Because He is the all-inclusive One, He is the Head and He is the Body.

According to Colossians 3:10-11, in the new man Christ is all and in all. This means that He is all the members of the new man and in all the members.…How the church as the Body of Christ can be Christ and how Christ can be all the members of the new man…depend upon who lives. If we live alone by ourselves, we are not Christ. If we live Christ, letting Christ live in us, then we live in Him, and we are Christ.…If the church lives Christ, the church is Christ. If we all live Christ, we are Christ. The Christian life should be like this. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “Messages to the Trainees in Fall 1990,” pp. 568-569)




Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 3, “The Organism of the Triune God in the Organic Union of His Divine Trinity,” ch. 1; CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord’s Recovery,” ch. 3; CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, “Messages to the Trainees in Fall 1990,” ch. 18
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 5 - Day 2››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:1		For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you, the Gentiles.

Eph. 4:1		I beseech you therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called.



	Although Paul was a steward,…the apostle…considered himself the prisoner of Christ [Eph. 3:1]. Apparently he was confined in a physical prison; actually he was imprisoned in Christ. On the basis of such a status, the status of his actual living as a prisoner in Christ, he besought the saints [4:1].

	Paul considered himself the prisoner of Christ because he had been imprisoned by Christ.…Christ was Paul’s prison. One day,the very Christ whom you love will become your prison. Sooner or later, every steward of God, every minister of God’s riches, every faithful lover of Christ, will be imprisoned not only by Christ but also in Christ. The more you love Him, the more you will be in Him. Eventually, you will be in Him to such an extent that He will become your prison. Once you are placed in this prison, you will not want to get out, because you will love this prison very much. Here you enjoy Christ to the uttermost. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 242-243)



Today’s Reading

	Everyone who loves the Bible has a high regard for the Epistle to the Ephesians.…Ephesians contains the highest revelation in the Bible. This revelation was given to a man imprisoned in Christ, a man who enjoyed Christ as his prison. This indicates that in order to see something so heavenly and divine, we need to be a prisoner in the Lord. The more freedom we have, the more blind we are. But if Christ is our prison, our eyes will be opened to see the heavenly vision,and we shall receive the highest revelation.

	Christ is unlimited, immeasurable, and unsearchable. He is the all-inclusive One that fills all in all (1:23). He is even the very dimensions of the universe: the breadth and length and height and depth (3:18). What a Christ He is!

	Ephesians 5:25 says that Christ “loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” This verse indicates that Christ is a church-loving Christ.…[He is also] the new-man-creating Christ, the all-things-heading-up Christ, the gift-making and gift-giving Christ, and the home-making Christ. What a Christ we have! (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 243, 662, 668)

	God’s hand led and directed Ezekiel as a person who spoke for God. His every action was under God’s hand. Wherever he went, whatever he did, and how he acted and behaved were all due to God’s leading and directing hand. Whether he was bound or free, whether he mourned or rejoiced, whether he went or came—everything was under the leading and directing of God’s hand.

	Here we see that a man who speaks for God no longer has his own freedom and can no longer do things according to his own convenience. If God’s hand leads him to go to a certain place, he must go there. If God’s hand directs him to do a certain thing, he must do it. His actions are according to the leading of God’s hand and are under the strict directing of God’s hand. Where he goes and what he does are not according to his choice but are under and according to the leading and directing hand of God. This requires the one who speaks for God to pay a considerable price. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 21-22)

	Among so many who have been captured by Christ, Paul was one. He was one of the biggest opponents to Christ and to His gospel. One day on the road to Damascus, he was conquered, subdued, and captured (Acts 9:1-9). From that day he became a captive of Christ. We may think that Paul was going out to travel here and there as a wonderful preacher. But according to his feeling, he was in the triumphal procession of Christ.…Paul was a captive in the celebration of Christ’s victory. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit,” p. 151)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 28, 79; Life-study of Ezekiel, msg. 2; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man Living,” msg. 8; CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit,” chs. 3, 6
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 5 - Day 3››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:2		For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of death.

Rom. 8:4-6	That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who…walk…according to the spirit. For…those who are according to the spirit, [mind] the things of the Spirit. For…the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.






	Due to the ignorance and blindness of the Christians throughout the centuries, Romans 8 has remained closed. For this reason there has been very little Body life.…Even up to this day there is little Body life because the secret of how to have the Body life has not been unveiled. It has been under the cover here in Romans 8. We must see how this law is just the processed all-inclusive God as the all-inclusive Spirit indwelling us. This is the law. We also must see how this law works scientifically through all the ingredients that are incorporated in this wonderful being. As long as this wonderful being exists in us, He Himself as a law works through all that He has and all that He is. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” p. 332)



Today’s Reading

	In our daily life we cannot say strongly that we live Christ.…The issue of our daily life is not much for the building up of the Body of Christ.…Although we may pray, we may pray-read, we may love the Lord, we may live outside of the world, we may not sin, we may be quite godly and pious, yet we have to check how much Christ is really there. You may attend meetings and have the church life,…but…how much of Christ is there in your daily life, and how much of the building of the Body has issued out of your daily life?

What we call the Body life may be just a kind of spiritual, communal, or social life. We may be Christian brothers standing on the proper ground, meeting together into the name of the Lord, and handling some spiritual things.…These are not the Body life. Actually, this is some kind of church life without thatmuch of Christ and without that much of the Body of Christ. The Body of Christ is just the issue of the experience of Christ. It has to be altogether Christ.

	We need to pray, “Lord, as You have opened up Your Word to me and as You have opened up my eyes to see Your Word, I need Your mercy and I need Your grace to be brought into this reality. I need to live You for the issuing out of the Body. I need such a reality. Lord, would You give me the grace that I could forget everything else? I would forget every problem, and I would not care for anything else except for Christ and the issue of Christ, the Body.” We need such a prayer, a desperate prayer.

	The very God who is triune and who has been processed and who has become the indwelling Spirit is first installed into our spirit. Then from our spirit He spreads into our mind, and from our mind He eventually saturates our body. The very God installed into us is the law of the Spirit of life. Today this God does everything for us not by activity but always by law.…[Today] we just need to walk according to the spirit. That means we set our mind on the spirit. When we walk according to the spirit, many wonderful doings are going on within us by the law. That is God working within us.

	According to the traditional Christian concepts, when we pray to God for certain things, then God comes in to do something as an activity. But according to Romans 8, in God’s New Testament economy He does not work that way. That was the Old Testament economy.…But in the New Testament…God as the Triune God has been processed to be the indwelling, all-inclusive, life-giving Spirit. And the Spirit today, according to Romans 8, is a law. This means that it is the spontaneous automatic principle of the processed Triune God working within us. In the New Testament economy, God works for His redeemed people not by activities but by the automatic principle. (CWWL, 1980,vol. 1,“Perfecting Training,”pp. 140-143, 354-355, 367-368)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” chs. 12, 32-37; CWWN, vol. 9, pp. 253-262
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 5 - Day 4››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:4		That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

Col. 4:2		Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving.


1 Thes. 5:17	Unceasingly pray.


	[That God] works within us not by activities but by law…is one of the biggest discoveries, even recoveries, in God’s economy.

	We need…to cooperate with Him.…To cooperate with this law is to walk according to the spirit, and to walk according to the spirit is the way to cooperate with this working law. The law has been installed, but the law’s function and the law’s operation need your cooperation. And your cooperation is just to walk according to the spirit.

Doctrinally we know that [Christ] is the life-giving Spirit and that He is now in our spirit.…Your peculiarity is just to live yourself, so you would reject this. You would practice to live Christ, realizing that He is the life-giving Spirit right now in your spirit. But what shall you do practically?…You have to pray all day long.…At anytime and anywhere you must always pray from your spirit, saying, “Lord, live in me. Lord, live out of me.” This brings us to the very crucial point—you must practice to live Christ. This is not a doctrinal matter; this must be a daily, hourly, moment-by-moment practice. Do not say something without praying, “Lord, You say it. I am going to say something to this man. Lord, You say it. You be my life.” Pray every moment in anything, in everything, and everywhere. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” pp. 360, 364, 150)



Today’s Reading

	All the time you have to pray, “Lord, live through me. Lord, live through me.” At work, in your kitchen, doing your laundry, pray, “Lord, live through me.” We all need to practice this.…Some top pianists may practice as many as fifteen hours a day.…We need to practice…twenty-four hours a day to live Christ.…Paul says, “To me, to live is Christ…that I may gain Christ and be found in Him…to know Him.” This is his aspiration for his practice of living Christ. (CWWL,1980, vol. 1,“Perfecting Training,” p. 152)

	[To unceasingly pray] is to have uninterrupted fellowship with God in our spirit. It requires perseverance (Rom. 12:12; Col. 4:2) with a strong spirit (Eph. 6:18). (1 Thes. 5:17, footnote 1)

	According to the Lord’s word in Matthew 26, we are all sleepy persons. If you do not sleep physically, you sleep spiritually. And many times you sleep psychologically. While I am speaking, some may be sleeping physically, and others are sleeping psychologically. This means that their mind and their attention and their hearing and their realization are absent. Sometimes you are sleeping spiritually. This means that your perception is dormant. To be a person who prays unceasingly, you must be a watchful person, a person fully awakened, fighting against your sleeping nature and your sleeping being. How do you fight? By petitioning. Prayer is a general thing; petition is a special, particular thing. You have to watch unto the general prayer by special petition.

	First Thessalonians 5:17 says, “Unceasingly pray.” Now you understand how to pray without ceasing—just be watchful. To be watchful helps you to build up a habit of prayer. The ultimate and consummate conclusion of all the charges in the Bible is that we need to live Christ and walk in the spirit. It is not to love this or love that, nor is it to do this or to do that. The final word is to live Christ and to walk in spirit. We need to do this by the way of watching unto prayer in all petition. There is no other way that we can live Christ continually, and there is no other way that we can walk in spirit. Actually, here the word walk equals the word live. To walk in spirit actually means to live in spirit. So to live Christ is a matter of living in spirit. This can never be possible unless we have a prayer life with a continual watching in all petition. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” pp. 160, 162)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” chs. 13-14, 30-31, 36
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 5 - Day 5››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:17-18	And receive…the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God, by means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit…



Col. 3:16		Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God.


	[To live Christ all the time] we must be plugged into the contact with these two wires, the Word and the Spirit.…If we are going to live Christ, we must have ourselves plugged into this current.…To pray unceasingly…is to keep ourselves plugged into that heavenly current. Once we are cut off from the heavenly current, we are through. It does not matter how many years of experience we have in Christ. Although this room may have received electricity for fifty years, once it is insulated, the current is cut off.

	First Thessalonians 5:17 says, “Unceasingly pray.” Colossians 4:2 says, “Persevere in prayer.”…Ephesians 6:18 says, “Praying at every time.” This means praying at every second—not only praying at every hour or every minute but every second.…Praying in the Bible is spiritual breathing. Among all the matters that maintain our human life, our breathing never ceases. So the New Testament says to pray unceasingly, pray continually, pray at every time, and pray at every time in spirit. How could we pray all the time? By putting Ephesians 5:17-20 and Colossians 3:16-17 together,we can be clear. These two portions are parallel portions, sister portions. Ephesians says, “Be filled in spirit.” No doubt this surely refers to prayer. There is no other way for you to be filled in your spirit.…You have to pray. (CWWL,1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,”pp. 179-180)



Today’s Reading

	Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” How do you let the word of Christ dwell in you? It should be in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God. Then verse 17 says, “Whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

	We have the Spirit as the antenna wire and the Word as the ground wire. The antenna wire is in us, in our spirit, and the ground wire is in our hand; we just need to remain here with these two wires.…It altogether depends upon our daily practice. We must practice continual prayer and continual praising and continual psalming and singing and thanking because we are breathing Him in,making Him our saturation and making ourselves practically one with Him. Spontaneously we will live Christ.

	The Bible could be living to you only when you breathe it, when you pray it, when you praise it, when you sing-read it, when you psalm-read it. All the lines of the Holy Writings will become the living God, the living pneuma, to you. Then you will get the transmission, the transfusion, the permeation, making Him everything to you and making you one with Him. Then whatever you say and whatever you do will be Christ. This is to live Christ. You must put this into practice.

	Nothing pleases the Lord so much as for us to realize that He does not want us to do anything. He only wants us to love Him, to open ourselves up to Him, and to let Him live from within us.… From the very beginning when God created man, God had no intention to ask man to do anything for Him. God’s intention was to create a vessel to contain Him and to express Him, so God only wants an opening of the vessel. If the vessel is open, God can fulfill His purpose, but if the vessel is closed, God’s purpose is frustrated.

Paul’s fourteen Epistles…[in] summary…may be expressed in just two words: open vessel. God wants an open vessel. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” pp. 181-183, 239, 241)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” chs. 15-17, 22
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 5 - Day 6››››››››››|

Morning Nourishment

Jer. 31:33	But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares Jehovah: I will put My law in their inward parts and write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, and they will be My people.

Ezek. 36:27	And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and My ordinances you shall keep and do.


	According to its life, the law of the new covenant is the Triune God, and according to its function, it is the almighty divine capacity. This divine capacity can do everything in us for the carrying out of God’s economy. According to this capacity we can know God, live God, and be constituted with God in His life and nature that we may become His increase, His enlargement, to be His fullness for His eternal expression (Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19-21). Furthermore, the capacity of the inner law of life constitutes us the members of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 5:30) with all kinds of functions (Rom. 12:4-8; Eph. 4:11, 16). (Jer. 31:33, footnote 1)



Today’s Reading

	In Romans 9:23 Paul tells us that God created us as vessels of mercy unto glory. Then in 2 Corinthians 4:7 he says that “we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” These two verses may be considered as a basic secret to our experience of Christ and the church. You may hear a lot of messages on Christ and the church, yet if you do not realize that you have to be an open vessel, Christ and the church still have no way. What is the meaning of an open vessel? An open vessel is doing nothing but keeping itself open to the filling up. The processed God—the Triune God, the all-inclusive Spirit, the compound Spirit—is here waiting for an opening to get into you. How much He would enter into you depends upon how much opening you would give Him.

	The Lord wants you to be active-passive. This means thatHe wants you to love Him and keep yourself all the time open to Him but to stop doing. Then you would see that you are saved, you are empowered, you are sanctified. You will become one who really enjoys the Lord’s doing. When you pray, you will all the time be full of thanks.…You do not need to pray that the Lord will help you to win the victory and to overcome sin and to be patient. When you pray in this way, asking the Lord to help you, eventually it is not the Lord who helps you. You simply help yourself. Eventually, you are not so grateful, because you realize that you did everything. You just need to love Him and to keep yourself open to Him, giving Him every opportunity to do everything He wants to do. You become the enjoyer, enjoying Him and enjoying His doing. So whenever you would pray, thanks would come out of your mouth because you are so grateful to the Lord. You would experience that the Lord is your victory, your sanctification, everything to you. You will be the enjoyer of what the Lord is and of what the Lord does.

	It does not mean that you are lazy or indifferent or dumb or sleepy. No. You are on the alert, and you are so sober. You love the Lord, and you keep yourself open to Him all the time. Yet you would not do anything, but He would do everything. Not only is this possible, but this is also required by the Lord. The Lord requires you to stop your doing. But He does not want you to be sleepy or indifferent; He wants you to be very alert. Love Him and keep yourself open to Him. Tell Him every day, “Lord, I love You. Lord, I am here open to You. Lord, have mercy upon me, and by Your grace I do not like to have any part of my being closed to You. I like to keep myself entirely and thoroughly open to You.” If you try this, you will see what will happen. You will not need to worry about your victory; you will not need to care for the losing of your temper. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Per- fecting Training,” pp. 241, 246)

Further Reading: Life-study of Jeremiah, msg. 26; CWWN, vol. 37, ch. 22
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|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹Week 5 - Hymn››››››››››|

1	Live Thyself, Lord Jesus, through me,

		For my very life art Thou;

	Thee I take to all my problems

		As the full solution now.

	Live Thyself, Lord Jesus, through me,

		In all things Thy will be done;

	I but a transparent vessel

		To make visible the Son.

2	Consecrated is Thy temple,

		Purged from every stain and sin;

	May Thy flame of glory now be

 		Manifested from within.

	Let the earth in solemn wonder

		See my body willingly

	Offered as Thy slave obedient,

 		Energized alone by Thee.

3	Every moment, every member,

		Girded, waiting Thy command;

	Underneath the yoke to labor

		Or be laid aside as planned.

	When restricted in pursuing,

 		No disquiet will beset;

	Underneath Thy faithful dealing

 		Not a murmur or regret.

4	
Ever tender, quiet, restful,

		Inclinations put away,

	That Thou may for me choose freely

		As Thy finger points the way.

	Live Thyself, Lord Jesus, through me,

 		For my very life art Thou;

	Thee I take to all my problems

 		As the full solution now.
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Scripture Verses|‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹‹|

Goto Outline for Week|1|2|3|4|5|

Go Back to | Week 1|



Scripture Reading: Rom. 8:4; 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 6:17; 12:27; Eph .4:16, 21; Phil. 3:10


Rom. 8:4 		- That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.



Rom. 12:4 		- For just as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function,

Rom. 12:5 		- So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

1 Cor. 6:17 		- But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.



1 Cor. 12:27	- Now you are the Body of Christ, and members individually.



Eph. 4:16		- Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.





Eph. 4:21		- If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him as the reality is in Jesus,



Phil. 3:10		- To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,
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Go Back to |Week 2|





Scripture Reading:Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 4:4-6; 5:32





Rom. 12:4 		- For just as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function,






Rom. 12:5 		- So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another.



1 Cor. 12:12 	- For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.

1 Cor. 12:13 	- For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit.



Eph. 4:4 		- One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling;



Eph. 4:5 		- One Lord, one faith, one baptism;

Eph. 4:6 		- One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.



Eph. 5:32 		- This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to Christ and the church.
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Go Back to |Week 3|





Scripture Reading:1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2; 12:27; 10:16-17; Rom. 6:6; 12:4-5; Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3






1 Cor. 1:23 		- But we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness,



1 Cor. 2:2 		- For I did not determine to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and this One crucified.



1 Cor. 12:27	- Now you are the Body of Christ, and members individually.



1 Cor. 10:16 	- The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the fellowship of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the fellowship of the body of Christ?

1 Cor. 10:17 	- Seeing that there is one bread, we who are many are one Body; for we all 2 partake of the one bread.

Rom. 6:6		- Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves;



Rom. 12:4		- For just as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function,

Rom. 12:5	 	- So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another





Acts 2:42 		- And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.



1 John 1:3		- That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.
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Go Back to |Week 4|

Scripture Reading:Phil. 1:19; 1 Cor. 12:15, 21, 27; Rom. 12:5; Eph. 4:7; 2 Cor. 10:13



Phil. 1:19		- For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,



1 Cor. 12:15	- If the foot should say, Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body, it is not that because of this it is not of the body.

1 Cor. 12:21	- And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of you; nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.

1 Cor. 12:27	- Now you are the Body of Christ, and members individually.



Rom. 12:5		- So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another.



Eph. 4:7		- But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of the gift of Christ.



2 Cor. 10:13	- But we will not boast beyond our measure but according to the measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to reach even as far as you.
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Go Back to |Week 5|

Scripture Reading:Phil. 1:19-21a; 3:8-14; Eph. 3:1; 4:1, 11-12, 16; 6:18, 20; Rom. 8:2, 29




Phil. 1:19		- For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

Phil. 1:20		- According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, whether through life or through death.

Phil. 1:21		- For to me, to live is Christ...



Phil. 3:8		- But moreover also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ

Phil. 3:9		- And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith,

Phil. 3:10		- To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

Phil. 3:11		- If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.

Phil. 3:12		- Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.

Phil. 3:13		- Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before,

Phil. 3:14		- I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward.



Eph. 3:1		- For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you, the Gentiles—



Eph. 4:1		- I beseech you therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called,



Eph. 4:11		- And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and some as evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers,

Eph. 4:12		- For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building up of the Body of Christ,

Eph. 4:16		- Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.



Eph. 6:18		- By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,

Eph. 6:20		- For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, as I ought to speak.



Rom. 8:2		- For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of death.



Rom. 8:29		- Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;
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